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Two children die In Warrington bomb attadk 

^^HpJ(3TO N , England (R) — Suspected Irish Republican Army 
UR A) b ombs blasted a packed shopping centre in northwest England 
barurpay, kilting a four-year-old boy and a teenager in the deadliest such 
attack for nearly a year. Emergency services sard more than 40 people 
wwemjured. 12 “very sericmsJy,” when two bombs bidden hi Utter bins 
*j*P*°““ m quick succession in the heart of the town of Warrington, 
™ ron 8'*J °p a sunny day with Saturday shoppers. Assistant Chief 
Constable Brian Baister said: “We have no confirmation that this was an 
**** ^ ut * ^ avfi *° it was all the hallmarks. " The explosions 

fit the pattern of IRA attacks which often target shopping areas. One of 
(be bombs exploded near a McDonald's fast-food restaurant popular with 
young people. eyewitnesses said. Some shoppers were out to buy presents 
for Moo ter's Day" Sunday. “The scene is appalling. It is a terrible, 
snamefai disaster.” said ambulance service spokesman David Todhumer. 

We are picking up casualties far and wide who were running away from 
the scene in flight." 
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AIR FRANCE SUMMER SCHEDULE 

FROM 31st OF MARCH UNTIL 10th OF JUNE 
AMMAN - PARIS ( CDG , TERMINAL 2C ) 

EVERY WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY - SATURDAY 

Fly the AIRBUS 300 tri - class to Paris /CDG 2C 
where you will enjoy the facilities and comfort of 
this new terminal while in transit to connect to one of 
225 cities in 107 countries served by the Air France 
Group. 


Sales & reservation 666055 
or your travel agent. 
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Civil service Jobs 
to be filled soon 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Saturday issued detailed instruc- 
tions to be followed by ministries, 
government departments and 
public institutions in filling vacant 
posts and newly-created job 
vacancies in the year 1993. The 
t £j instructions aim to select job 

* seekers for the vacancies fairly 
and providing the needed exper- 
tise for the administrative system. 
According to the instructions, fill- 
ing vacancies will start as of April 
1, 1993. The instructions pro- 
vided for commencing the prom- 
otion of employees in accordance 
with the provisions of the civil 
service system as of the date of 
the approval of the ministries and 
government departments forma- 
tion system for 1993. 

Moroccan bar owner 
held in sex scandal 

RABAT (R) — A wealthy 
Moroccan bar owner wanted in 
connection with a major sex scan- 
dal involving a senior police offic- 
. er has given himself up after 
r being in biding for over a month, 
opposition newspapers reported 
Saturday. The papers said 
Mohammad Akil. alias the 
Boulanger (the baker), was the 
' owner of 13 Casablanca bars and 
a dose associate of Chief Police 
Commissioner Haj Mohammad 
Mustapha Take! sentenced to 
death by a Casablanca court 
Monday. A warrant was issued 
for Mr. AMI's arrest on Feb. 12 
by the para-military gendarmerie 
in charge of investigating the 
scandal. Officials have said the' 
case is still open and inquiries are 
continuing. The opposition 
dailies Liberation arid F Opinion 
said Mr. AMI and Mr. Tabet were 
suspected of running a protection' 
racket m Casablanca and had 
amassed large fortunes. Theysaid. 
Mr. AMI paid large sums to 
lawyersTo defend Mr. Tabet in 
court and also paid him protec- 
tion money for illegal sales of- 
alcoholic beverages in bars and 
cabarets which have been dosed 
and sealed by police. 

^ Bombay blast 
^ suspects have left 
UAE 

DUBAI (R) — Two Indian 
brothers implicated in bombings 
in Bombay left the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) on the same day 
India said it had asked the UAE 
to retain them, an employee for 
the firm which obtained visas for 
the two said Saturday. “They left 
already, I think on Wednesday. 
~ We don't know where to,” said 
the employee of the Baig general 
stores firm in the emirate of 
Dubai. India said on Wednesday 
it asked the UAE to return the 
two Memon brothers who left 
India for Dnbai on March 11, the 
day before blasts m Bombay MI- 
S' led 246 people. A key to a motor 
scooter, packed with explosives' 
used m the bombings, was found 
in an apartment owned by the 
Meraons. UAE government offi- 
cials were not available to com- 
ment. 

Yemeni workers 
protest cash crisis 

ADEN, Yemen (R) — Hundreds 
of Yemeni workers took to the 
streets of Aden Saturday to pro- 
test against high inflation and 
delays in paying public sector 
wages, the workers marched 
through several streets and deli- 
vered letters to government 
offices demanding that their 
wages be paid as well as quick 
# government action to combat in- 
flation. The protests were peace- 
ful and no incidents were re- 
ported. Cost-of-living protests 
sparked food riots in the northern 
party of Yemen last December in 
- which 12 people were killed but 
the unrest did not spread to the 
south at that time- A crisis over 
cash shortages in southern Ye- 
men eased a, few days ago after 
the central bank transferred 
funds to its Aden branch to pay 
the wages of government work- 
ers, bankers said. They said the 
bank would start immediately to 
provide government departments 
with wages but it might take until 
April for all salaries to- be paid. 

Iran marks Nowruz 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranians 
Saturday celebrated new year’s 
eve, to welcome the Peraan year 
1372, with ancient rituals rich in 
_ symbolism. Nowruz, Farsi for 
new year, has been celebrated in 
traditional fashion for hundreds 
of ]gears. . 


Israeli troops kill 
10-year-old in Gaza; 
soldier killed in attack 


OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers shot 
and billed a 10-year-old boy and 
wounded 13 Palestinians in 
clashes in the occupied Gaza 
Strip Saturday and unknown 
assailants killed an Israeli soldier, 
reports said. 

Maher Naim A1 Najayda died 
after being shot in the chest dur- 
ing clashes in the Khan Yunis 
refugee camp. 

Palestinians said clashes 
erupted in the Jabalya camp after 
Palestinians ignored an army- 
imposed curfew. Soldiers fire 
Live ammunition at the demon- 
strators, wounding two. 

Soldiers wounded 11 Palesti- 
nians during clashes in Khan 
Yunis refugee camp, also with 


live ammunition, they said. 

In the town of Deir A1 Balah in 
the Gaza Strip, soldiers ordered 
all Palestinian men aged between 
14 and 60 to assemble in the 
school, Palestinians said. They 
said the army was searching for 
Palestinian activists on the army's 
wanted list. 

Soldiers also dynamited nine 
houses in the town, they said. 

The commander of Israel's bor- 
der police units in the Gaza Strip 
said security forces were seeking 
about 100 Palestinians who 
formed the nucleus of Palestinian 
resistance to Israel rule in the 
strip. 

Resistance forces shot dead an 
Israeli soldier in a pre-dawn 
ambnsh in Jabalya, the army and 
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A Palesthihmexpefiee burns the American and Israefi Dags in MarfAl 
Zohour, South Lebanon, during a demonstration organised by Islamic 
Jihad Friday to mark Al Qods Day (AFP photo) 


the Hamas organisation said. 

A senior army officer in the 
Gaza Strip said an army patrol 
was fired on near the camp 
cemetery. 

“In fiiis attack one of our 
soldiers was wounded and died 
after a few minutes,” be told 
reporters. 

The Hamas organisation 
claimed responsibility for the 
ambush. 

Ezz-Eddin Al Qassam, the 
military wing of Hamas, said in a 
statement that the ambush was 
carried out by three men, who 
fired 90 bullets at two army jeeps 
from five metres away. It made 
no mention of Israeli casualties. 

The attackers were not cap- 
tured. 

Military censors delayed pub- 
lications of this report for 14 
hours, pending notification of the 
soldier's family. 

Palestinians have killed 11 
Israelis since the December ex- 
pulsion of 415 Palestinians ac- 
cused of being Hamas activists. 
Israelis have killed 62 Palesti- 
nians m the same period. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin returned Friday from a 
U.S. trip, cut short to deal with 
die wave of Arab-Israeli vio- 
lence, and urged citizens to stop 
employing Palestinians to reduce 
danger to Israelis. 

Speaking on arrival at the Ben 
Gun on airport near Tel Aviv Mr. 
Rabin also urged the internation- 
al community to invest in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 

(Cob tinned on page SP 


Rights group: Egyptian 
police tortured children 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A human 
rights group accused Egyptian 
security forces Saturday of tortur- 
ing a man to death, detaining and 
torturing children and sexually 
abusing women in a campaign 
against Muslim militants. 

A report by the Egyptian Orga- 
nisation for Human Rights 
(EOHR) on recent violence in 
the Cairo slum of Imbaba also 
charged militants with appalling 
abuses of human rights, including 
burning a police officer to death. 

The private, independent 
group said security forces had 
ignored and even connived in the 
activities of militants in Imbaba 
last year, allowing them to im- 
pose rules of behaviour, incite 
sectarian hatred and attack 
Christian churches. 

“Mattere were not checked for 
as long as violence was contained 
within civil society or remained 
Christian-Muslim and did not 
directly threaten the political sys- 
tem or the lives of those in 
power,” EOHR said. 

The group said that when the 
security forces did crack down on 
militants in Imbaba in December, 


they made large numbers of arbit- 
rary arrests, tortured detainees 
with beatings and electric shocks 
and held women and children 
hostage to force suspects to give 
themselves up. 

The Egyptian government has 
denied previous reports by hu- 
man rights groups that its forces 
systematically torture detainees 
and says any individual cases are 
prosecuted. 

“The police have widely 
arrested children whose ages 
range between eight and 15 who 
have been subject to severe tor- 
ture in order to give information 
about the whereabouts of their 
relatives,” EOHR said. 

It quoted a 12-year-old boy as 
saying he had been taken to 
Imbaba police station with bis 
nine-year-old brother, bung up- 
side down and beaten on the soles 
of his feet before being left to 
sleep on a bare tiled floor. 

The report said a particular 

(Continued on page 5) 

Mubarak launches religious 
drive; Egyptian unrest deep- 
rooted, page 2 


Yeltsin schedules April 
referendum on his reign 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin Saturday cal- 
led for an April 25 national re- 
ferendum on his presidential rule 
and said he will then ask the 
people to approve a new constitu- 
tion and replace the communist- 
dominated Congress of People’s 
Deputies. 

“The congress refused to listen 
to the voice of the country,” Mr. 

Yeltsin said in a nationally- 
televised address. Earlier this 
month the hardline congress trim- 
med the president's powers. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the congress 
“became a rehearsal for the res- 
toration of power of the commun- 
ist” hierarchy. 

Mr. Yeltsin stopped short of 
dissolving the congress and de- 
claring direct presidential role, 
but said that he was “forced to 
assume responsibility for the fate 
of the country." 

Mr. Yeltsin said that during the 
period of “special rule" pending 
the referendum, any derisions or 
actions contradicting presidential 
decrees would have no legal 
force. 

But be said parliament and the 
existing congress would not be 
dissolved and could continue 
their work. 


As commander-in-chief, be 
said, be had ordered the Defence 
Ministry to keep the military out 
of politics. 

Mr. Yeltsin indicated that he 
would take over the central bank, 
currently subordinate to parlia- 
ment, to safeguard the rouble. 

The 62-year-old president, who 
looked somewhat distracted dur- 
ing his 23-minnte address, said he 
had been forced to act as a patriot 
and a human being by what he 
described as an attempt to reim- 
pose communism. 

“Russia cannot survive a 
second October Revolution,” he 
said, recalling the 1917 revolution 
which ushered in more than seven 
decades of communist rule. 

“I am resolved on derisive ac- 
tion ... we have to put an end to 
this turmoil.” 

As a first step, Mr. Yeltsin 
said, he would hold a referendum 
on April 25 to determine whether 
the people trusted him and his 
vice-president, Alexander Ruts- 
kot. 

As part of that referendum, 
Mr. Yeltsin also will ask the 
people to vote cm a draft of a new 
constitution that would more 

(Conthmed on page 5) 


Aideed 
restates 
conditions 
for talks 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — The 
Somali alliance loyal to warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed Satur- 
day repealed demands for the 
arrest of a key rival before it 
returns to peace talks. 

The Aideed-con trolled Soma- 
lia National Alliance (SNA) de- 
nied taking part in committee 
meetings on the sidelines of a 
suspended U.N.-sponsored re- 
conciliation conference. 

“That was a disinformation by 
the U.N. We have not and wiQ 
not participate in any meeting 
until the conditions we have set 
are fulfilled,” senior SNA mem- 
ber Ibrahim AH Abdi told Reu- 
ters. 

Mr. Abdi repeated an SNA 
condition that the talks in 
Ethiopia could only resume if the 
U.S. -led force in Somalia 
arrested and charged rival war- 
lord Mohammad Said Hersi. 

On Friday, U.N: spokesman 
Farouk Mawlawi told reporters 
that SNA representatives partici- 
pated in committee meetings on 
disarmament, property disputes, 
and ideas for regional administra- 
tions. 

But it was not immediately 
dear whether the committees met 
formally or informally. Confer- 
ence officials said cootiadictDiy 
statements by the SNA in Moga- 
dishu and Addis Ababa were due 
to lack of communication. 

An SNA spokesman in Moga- 
dishu told Reuters. “Internation- 
al pressure has brought about his 
(Aideed 1 s) decision to go back to 
the talks.” 

The U.N. suspended the main 
conference Wednesday after re- 
newed fighting flared m the 
southern port of Kismayu be- 
tween Morgan loyalists and fol- 
lowers of Aideed ally Ahmad 
Omar Jess. 

Officials said the conference 
would remain suspended until a 
fact-finding mission sent to Kis- 
mayu returned to Addis Ababa 
and reported back to the confer- 
ence Saturday or Sunday. The 
U.N. will then deride whether to 
go ahead with the talks or aban- 
don them completely. 

The United Mates, which com- 
mands a multi-national force pro- 
tecting famine relief efforts in 
Somalia, and the United Nations 
have both launched inquiries into 
the fighting, winch provoked the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan committed to peace process, hopes for 
resumption of talks, solution to expellee crisis 

AMMAN rpfwral — Hi* Maietfv we continue to sunnnrt wifh all TSWBWfc®*- T ‘‘ me unnecessary.” 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has expressed hope 
that the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess will resume soon, but he also 
said that be was hoping that the 
question of the expellees will also 

be resolved. 

“I am looking forward to the 
resumption of the talks but also, 
awaiting a solution to the prob- 
lem of the expellees who should 
be repatriated and who are now 
living very difficult conditions," 
the King said in an interview with 
Cosas magazine of Chile. 

Although the expellees prob- 
lem is a Palestinian-Israeli one, it 
nonetheless is affecting the neigh- 
bouring countries of the region 
like Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, 
he noted. 

“Therefore it can be described 
as a regional issue to which we 
must all contribute to its solu- 
tion," the King said. 

“The Arab-Israeli issue can by 
no means be settled without the 
rights of the Palestinians whom 


we continue to support with all 
our might.” 

The Clinton administration is 
full of promises included in its 
clear and open declaration of its 

commitment to democracy and 

respect of human rights as well as 
collaborating with other parties 
to transform the world into one 
enjoying security and happiness.'* 
the King said in reply to a ques- 
tion. 

In this regard, he said, the U.S. 
should seize the present oppor- 
tunity of the peace process in 
order to find a just solution to the 
Middle East problem. 

In reply to a question about the 
essence of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, the King said that U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242 
holds the elements for dealing 
with the problem. 

“A solution is vital and should 
come soon because if we lose this 
chance now we are bound to face 
a dark future wrought with dan- 
ger,” the King said. 





Asked if he was contemplating 
a visit to Israel as the late Egyp- 
tian President Anwar Sadat did, 
the King replied “this seems to 


me unnecessary. 

The two sides, he noted, are 
trying to deal with the outstand- 
ing issues at the bilateral and the 
multilateral levels, “but what is 
important is the readiness and the 
desire to achieve peace.” 

Jordan has contributed to a 
great extent to achieve peace and 
to reach a common understand- 
ing to attain that goal not through 
theatrical moves but rather by 
working seriously to attain the 
aspired peace, the King said. 

Yet, the King said, he was sad 
to see that many of the promises 
remain unfulfilled and many prin- 
ciples have not been respected. 

“Regardless of the past, 1 still 
bold feith and hope. But we 
believe that we are still in danger 
and we, along with all the Arabs, 
yearn for a positive move that 
would enable us to regain security 
and rights," added the King in 
the interview published in San- 

(Con tin ued on page 5) 


SLA says 
guerrilla 

squad 

intercepted 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanopn 
(Agencies) — Israel's allies 
ambushed a guerrilla squad in 
South "Lebanon Saturday, kilting 
a Palestinian and capturing, a 
Lebanese, security sources said. 

Hours later guerrillas attacked 
two positions of the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), gunners retaliated ..by. 
bombarding the guerrilla-held 
ridge of Iqlim Al Toufab, 40 
kilometres south of Beirut, with 
tank and artillery-fire. 

The raids were launched by a 
joint force from the Syrian- 
backed Am a! movement and pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah (Party of God). 

SLA militiamen earlier snared 
a group of guerrillas trying to 
plant a roadside bomb just inside 
the 15-kilometres-deep buffer en- 
clave before sunrise near the vil- 
lage of Braachit. 

One Palestinian guerrilla was 
killed and an Amal member was 
captured in a firefight, tbe 
sources said. Tbe other guerrillas 
fled and there were no SLA 
casualties. Guerrillas launched 
three attacks on Israeli and SLA 
forces in the zone on Friday but 
no-one was hurt. 

Israeli and militia gunners hit 
back by shelling villages north of 
the “security zone,” which was 
set up in 1985 to block attacks 
across Israel's northern border. 

Sources identified tbe dead 
guerrilla as Kassem Moussa, a 
member of the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine. 
The one captured was identified 
as Abdul Majeed Zaytoun of tbe 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine. 

The clashes in the south were 
the 4th and 5th m 24 hours, 
suggesting an upsurge in violence 
to coincide with Jerusalem Day. 
No casualties were reported in 
three clashes Friday. 

Tbe holiday, decreed by die 
Iranian leadership after the 1979 
Islamic revolution, is observing 
on the last Friday of Ramadan. 


RABAT (Agencies) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
official said Saturday that before 
Palestinians could return to Mid- 
dle East peace talks they would 
need U.S. guarantees in addition 
to an Israeli commitment not to 
carry out future expulsions. 

“We cannot go to the talks 
without guarantees from 
Washington ... and a commit- 
ment from Israel on no more 
deportees in the future," 
Mahmoud Abbas told Reuters in 
an interview. 

Mr. Abbas, a member of tbe 
PLO. Executive Committee, was 
In Morocco with a Palestinian 
delegation for talks with King 
Hassan on Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations stalled since Israel 
expelled 415 Palestinians to 
South Lebanon in December. 

His reference to U.S. guaran- 
tees was reminiscent of a six- 
point deal which the Palestinians 
thought they had made during a 


visit to the Middle East last 
month by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

Under that plan, which un- 
ravelled after Israel objections, 
the United States would declare 
the expulsion illegal and guaran- 
tee Israel would implement fully 
U.S. Security Council Resolution 
799 calling for the exiles’ immedi- 
ate return. 

Israel also would make a 
“binding commitment” not to 
carry oat expulsions in the fiiture. 

The deal envisaged a U.S. 
commitment that the next round 
of . talks would focu s on U.N. 
resolutions' dealing witb tbe re- 
turn of occupied Arab territory in 
exchange for peace, and that the 
status of Jerusalem could be dis- 
cussed. 

In the interview, Mr. Abbas 
called on the United States to 
make “a clear commitment” ab- 
out the status of Jerusalem. 

Syria, Lebanon and Jordan 


have put off their reply to a 
U.S. -Russian invitation to attend 
the next round of talks in 
Washington on April 20 until 
after a meeting of foreign minis- 
ters in Damascus on March 2S. 

But Arab sources have said 
Palestinians could meet Mr. 
Christopher in Washington be- 
fore then to try to revive their 
six-point deal. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul Meguld 
urged the Palestinians Friday to 
drop their refusal to participate in 
the April 20 talks. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid told repor- 
ters in the Tunisian capitalthat he 
urged PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat to give the Palestinian 
negotiating team the green light 
to attend the new round of talks 
in Washington. 

The PLO leader replied that 
the question of the exiles must be 
resolved first. Dr. Abdul Meguid 
said. 


684 evacuated from Srebrenica 


TUZLA, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(Agencies) — Tbe U.N. Saturday 
evacuated hundreds of Muslims, 
including scores of seriously in- 
jured people, from a besieged 
Bosnian enclave. 

Nineteen vehicles carrying 684 
evacuees from tbe eastern Bos- 
nian town of Srebrenica passed 
Serb lines and were headed for 
the Bosnian government- 
controlled dty of Tuzla, said Lyn- 
ball Sadis, spokeswoman for the 
Belgrade office of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

But frustrations mounted for 
the international relief effort. 
U.N. officials criticised Bosnian 
Serbs for blocking two other con- 
voys and dosed Sarajevo’s air- 
port for relief flights after a Brit- 
ish plane was fired on. 

The plane was not hit in the 
bid dent Friday. 

Belgian Captain Dirk van den 
Broek told Reuters U.N. com- 
mander General Philippe Moril- 
lon had readied agreement with 
the director of Srebrenica hospit- 
al Friday to take 100 badly 
wqunded women and children to. 


Tuzla. 

“This morning when the trans- 
portation of the sick from the 
hospital to the trucks began, ev- 
erybody started clawing at the 
trucks and everybody wanted to 
come along.” 

“We could not say no to fami- 
lies which would have been sepa- 
rated. We are here with 684. That 
is the exact number,” he said. 

When the convoy reached 
Ceparde post Bosnian Serb sol- 
diers boarded the trucks and 
asked children over the age of 17 
to raise their hands. 

Capt. Van den Broek said 
Gen. Morillon, who led the con- 
voy to Srebrenica Friday, had left' 
the convoy at a Bosnian Serb' 
checkpoint in tbe town of Bratu- 
nac and returning to Srebrenica. 

Capt. Van den Broek esti- 
mated the populatin of Srebreni- 
ca at between 20,000 and 25,000. 
Earlier reports had put the total 
as high as 60,000. There was no 
immediate explanation for the 
discrepancy. 

Asked whether the U.N. 
hoped to evacuate more people 
from Srebrenica, the Belgian 


officer said: “That all depends on 
if we will be able to get in again. 
Lete’s hope General Morillon 
gets them in.” 

Capt. Van den Broek was re- 
ferring to another convoy of 18 
Danish trucks that was re-routed 
from Gorazde to Srebrenica 
Saturday but was blocked at the 
Bosnian Serb border town of 
Zvomik. 

The local Serb border com- 
mander, Vladimir Dakic, was re- 
fusing to allow the convoy to 
proceed until agreement was 
.reached on the evacuation of 
Serbs from Muslim areas, U.N. 
officials said. 

Germany said meanwhile may 
withdraw its crew from allied 
surveillance planes if the United 
Nations asks its allies to enforce a 
“no-fly" zone over Bosnia. 

A spokesman quoted Foreign 
5fir- : 5ter Klaus Kinkel as saying 
Boun, despite regrets, would 
have to act based on a constitu- 
tional clause seen as barring Ger- 
man troops from combat outside 

(Continued on page 5) 
Jordan honours MariUoa, page 3 


Pentagon wary of enhanced cooperation with Israel 


By David Makovsky 
The Jerusalem Post 

DESPITE President Bfll Clin- 
ton's pledge this week to bolster 
strategic cooperation between the 
U.S. and Israel, tbe Pentagon has 
informed Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin it is turning down ideas 
that would enhance such ties, 
American sources say. 

The U.S. does not want to 
liberalise its interpretation of ex- 
isting international non- 
proliferation regulations that 
would enable a freer flow of 
technology transfer from the U.S. 
to Israel, these sources say. 

Furthermore, the Pentagon has 
apparently ruled out making 
Haifa a home port for the U.S. 
Navy's Sixth Fleet and nixed the 
idea of storing billions of dollars 
worth of military equipment in 
■Israel for emergency U.S. milit- 
ary use. 

A senior Pentagon official told 
The Jerusalem Post about the 


limitations of strategic coopera- 
tion between the two countries: 

“Port visits, joint exercises, 
and training — yes; home port 
and pre positioning (of materiel) 
— no,” he said. To avoid a 
formal rejection, aides to Rabin 
said Israel withdrew its proposal 
for Haifa to become a “home 
port” for the Sixth Fleet. 

The idea of a home port is 
favoured by staunch Israel sup- 
porter and member of the key- 
Senate defence appropriations 
subcommittee Deniel who recent- 
ly visited Israel. 

“These can be no preposition- 
.ing of a division at a time that 
(the U.S. is) withdrawing a divi- 
sion from the European theatre 
to bade home. Not in this political 
environment,” the senior 'Penta- 
gon official said. 

[His remarks were an evident- 
alteaon to the Pentagon’s shrink- 
ing budget, and most recently the 
announcement by Secretary of 
Defence Los Aspin that he is 
dosing many American military 


bases. Currently, the U.S. stores 
a modest amount of military 
equipment in Israel. 

However, beyond shrinking 
budgets some Israeli ideas are 
seen as running contrary to U.S. 
regulations regarding the non- 
proliferation of balistic missiles. 

According to the U.S. En- 
hanced Proliferation Control In- 
itiative (EPQ), the U.S. does not 
want to help countries which are 
developing “dual use" technolo- 
gy that could have both civilian or 
military applications. 

The unsuccessful meetings 
were held between U.S. Under- 
secretary of Defence for Policy 
Frank Wisner and Defence 
Ministry director-general David 
Ivri. Among tbe ideas not 
accepted, .Rabin and aides 
wanted the -Pentagon to enable 
Israel Aircraft Industries to bid 
on a contract for commercial 
satellite launchers-; -a deal that 
could be worth hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars to Israel. 

However, U.S officials fear 
such assistance would enable 


PLO wants U.S. guarantees 


Israel to bolster its own space 
program and could be used for 
non-commercial purposes, Amer- 
ican sources say. - 

Another issue was American 
interpretation of the international 
agreement that Israel reluctantly 
signed, the Missile Technology 
Control Regime (MTCR). When 
Israel said that certain technology 
should be allowed to be transfer- 
red under existing guidelines, the 
Pentagon said it read the rules 
differently, the American sources ' 
indicated. The source say Israel 
must keep frying to convince the 
U.S. that Jerusalem will not 
transfer such technology to a 
third party. 

When asked for reaction, an 
Israeli military official would only 
say, “We are hoping that the 
goodwill between the two leaders 
will translate into concrete things 
in dealings with the bureaucracy. 
All I can say now is that things 
>aie complicated.” 

Mississippi builds ship for Israeli 
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Mubarak launches 
religious drive 
against mOitants 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak has laun- 
ched a religious offensive against 
Muslim militants fighting to over- 
throw him, making a sudden pil- 
grimage to Mecca and appealing 
for his own vision of a tolerant 
Islam. 

Saudi radio said Mr. Mubarak 
arrived in Mecca, where the 
Prophet Mohammad proclaimed 
Islam 1,400 years ago, Friday 
night and went on Saturday 
morning to the Grand Mosque. 

It added that Mr. Mubarak met 
King Fahd, a close political ally, 
but said nothing of what they 
discussed. 

The president's spiritual cam- 
paign follows a new ruthlessness 
in police action against militants 
which has made March the 
bloodiest month in a year of 
rising politicl violence in Egypt. 

At least 42 people have been 
. killed and 83 injured In assaults 
by police and intelligence services 
on a mosque packed with mili- 
tants in the southern resort of 
Aswan and on slum apartments 
used by militants in Cairo and 
Assiut. 

Mr. Mubarak used the last 
Friday in the holy Month of 
Ramadan to demonstrate his own 
Islamic credentials and appeal for 
a return to human values which 
he said would defeat extremism. 

He prayed in the 1,000-year- 
old Azhar Mosque, listened to 
winners of a Koran-red ting com- 
petition and gave prizes to 
preachers and scholars from 
across the Muslim world indud- 
ing Afghan Mnjahedeen leader 
Sibghatullah Mojadidi. 

“If we followed the principle of 
the sanctity of humankind, this 
heart-rending, unjust aggression 
against the Life, land and property 
of others would not happen and 
people would not commif these 
crimes of murder and robbery 


which innocent Muslims suffer at 
the hands of others, pretended, 
Muslims,” be said in a speech 
after the prize-giving. 

“If we followed the principle of 
venerating freedom, every belief 
and thought would respect the 
other and it would be known that 
there is no compulsion in reli- 
gion' because belief only happens 
by conviction, it cannot be 
brought about by force. Faith is 
not fixed in the heart by the edge 
of a sword.’* 

Police renewed their raids 
Saturday in Assiut, a university 
town 32S kilometres south of 
Cairo which was one of the birth- 
places of die militant movement 
A1 Gama'a A1 Islamiya (Islamic 
Group) in the 1970s and the scene 
of an uprising in 1981 after Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat was assassin- 
ated. 

Security sources said police 
shot dead one suspected militant, 
a 21-year-old student who opened 
fire when officers game to arrest 
him, and detained 50 other peo- 
ple for questioning. 

Mr. Mubarak said failure to 
observe the values of Islam had 
led to famine and war, apparently 
referring to the misery caused by 
civil war in Sudan and Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

“If we followed the principle of 
brotherly ties, we would not find 
division and the ugly failure in 
economic conditions and in social 
levels between parts of our na- 
tion, which has readied the point 
in some countries that thousands 
of their people have died of 
starvation, (fay skins on sapless 
bones," be said. 

“If we followed the prindple of 
just peace, some of the sons of 
our nation would not have be- 
come involved in illegitimate, 
aggressive, expansionist or 
vengeful wars,” he said. 



Algerian official dies of wounds 

O < ■ — .Aimnilt# 


Algerian schoolchildren pass an arm o ur ed person- 
nel carrier stationed in Algiers as part of an 
increased security presence in the Algerian capital 


m the wake of a new spate of mB ita n t violence 
targetting senior officials and politicians (AFP 
photo) 


Khartoum joins rebel-announced truce 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan 
postponed a planned military 
offensive and declared a ceasefire 
in the war tom south in response 
to a unilateral truce proclaimed 
by southern rebels. 

The armed forces general Com- 
mand announced the positive re- 
sponse to the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) initia- 
tive in a televised statement. It 
said the ceasefire was aimed at 
creating an atmosphere condu- 
cive to success in peace talks 
expected soon. 

The statement said the cease- 
fire took effect immediately de- 
spite preparations under way for 
a summer offensive. Last year, 
the army retook control of a large 
number of rebel-held towns dur- 
ing a spring and summer drive. 

Success in that offensive was 
due mainly to the weakened posi- 
tion of the SPLA because it had 
lost its support base in Ethiopia 


and was tom by internal splits. 

Two splinter groups remain 
outside the overall rebel com- 
mand headed by army turncoat 
Colonel Johan Garang, who 
announced the rebel ceasefire. 
The government announcement 
apparently stops operations 
against all three groups, but that, 
was not specified. 

The statement warned the 
SPLA against trying to take milit- 
ary advantage of the truce “as it 
has done in previous ceasefires.” 
It also said the ceasefire would 
not affect army administrative 
and logistical activities or the 
transportation of relief goods. 

Any attempt to endanger these 
movements or to exploit this de- 
claration for military prepara- 
tions across the border or for 
achieving military advantage 
would be regarded as a violation 
of the ceasefire," the statement 
said. 

Such moves “would be dealt 


with decisively,” it said, partly to 
protea “the efforts for peace 
which began to show up in many 
areas of south Sudan.” 

Fighting has brought famine to 
wide areas of southern Sudan. At 
least 500,000 people have died, 
and burdreds of thousands more 
remain at risk. Relief operations 
are hampered by the war. 

Col. Garang set no time limit in 
announcing the ceasefire a week' 
ago. 

Neither did the government 
announce a time limit. But it 
claimed the rebel agreement was 
valid only until the end of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan which 
should end Wednesday. 

The SPLA, manned mostly by 
ethnic African Christians and 
animists, took up arms in 1983 
against the Arab-descended, 
Muslim-dominated government, 
demanding economic administra- 
tive reforms. 


Egypt violence points to deep problems 


By William C. Mann 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO — President Hosni 
Mubarak says Islamic fun- 
damentalism in Egypt, is an 
international problem. But 
many critics say the violent 
movement emerged because 
of corruption, unemployment 
and growing middle class de- 
spair at home. 

Whatever the causes, the 
stakes are high. Egypt is the 
traditional leader of the 
Arabs, Washington’s best 
Arab friend, and the only 
Arab country linked by treaty 
with Israel. 

An antagonistic Islamic 
government m Cairo could be 
catastrophic for the West, 
especially given the hardline 
Muslim government in neigh- 
bouring Sudan and fun- 
damentalist movements oper- 
ating in Algeria and else- 
where. 

In recent months, religious 
extremism has seeped 
through the Nile Valley from 
Aswan near the Sudan bor- 
der to Alexandria on the 
Mediterranean. The state has 
applied increasingly harsh 
countermeasures. 

“There’s been a prolifera- 
tion of military mentality in 
all branches of Egyptian 
life,” said analyst Nabil 
Abdul Fattah. That predudes 
a political solution, he said, 
and “we’re left with either a 
Muslim or a military solu- 
tion." 

The current upsurge oy uie 
extremist organisation A1 
Gama'a AI Islamiya (Islamic 
Group) began early last year. 
More than 130 people have 
died in extremist violence or 


i governt 

Some commentators use 
variations on the word “war” 
to describe the conflict. 

Mr. Mubarak’s govern- 
ment says it is winning, 
though Mr. Mubarak be- 
lieves extremism is*an ‘inter- 
national phenomenon, con- 
taminating the whole world” 
and requires a global re- 
sponse, according to his 
spokesman, Mohammad 
Abdul Moneim. 

But it is no longer unusual 
to read commentators in the 
government-owned press 
oonselling increased attention 
to the causes of the move- 
ment, rather than relying on 
violence to put it down, or 
blaming other countries. 

Even the governor of 
strife-torn Assiut province. 
Major General Hassan Al 
Aifi, says jobs are vital to 
fighting extremism. 

“The reason we’re having 
trouble with these groups is 
that the economic mid social 
conditions are deteriorating 
for the middle dass,” politic- 
al scientist Mustafa Kamel Ai 
Sayyed said. 

Even if superior govern- 
ment firepower prevails, Mr. 
Sayyed said, “if the cause* 
that led to extremist violence 
in the first place are not dealt 
with, these groups or new 
groups nil! come up again.” 

The violence began in 
Gen. Alfi’s southern pro- 
vince in 1981. 

Islamic extremists killed 
.-.lr. Mubarak’s predecessor 
Anwar Sadat in Cairo, then 
tried to take Assiut to use as 
a platform for overthrowing 
the government. Scores of 
people, mostly policemen. 


died in gun battles before the 
coup was put down. 

Assiut remains the most 
active region for fun- 
damentalism. Police killed 10 
suspects there in a huge 
shootout Wednesday. 

Gen. Alifi said the extrem- 
ists can be beaten. To do it, 
be said, Egypt must stop infil- 
tration, provide jobs, in- 
crease security and “preach 
the correct versions of 
Islam,” he said in the govern- 
ment newspaper Al Ahram 
weekly. 

Besides the £un, the gov- 
ernment's principal tool 
against the militants is 


government-sponsored reli- 
gion. 

Cairo's Al Azhar mosque 
has been Islam's centre of 
learning for 1,000 years. The 
rector,. Sheikh Gad Al Haq 
Ali Gad Al Haa,_ holds 
cabinet rank within the Egyp- 
tian government. 

We are not secular peo- 
ie, and Egypt is not a seat- 
country,” Sheikh Gad Al 
Haq recently told Islamic 
scholars. “Secular people be- 
lieve that religion is just a 
question of faith. ...if some 
religions comply to this point 
of view, Islam is not like 
them, it is religion and gov- 


e 


emraept.” 

Najiib Mahfouz, the 
Egyptian Nobel Prize win- 
ning novelist, wrote tn his 
newspaper column of the 
awakening within the faith. 

“We initially welcomed 
this Islamic awakening. It 
never occurred to us to fear 
what it might do to our mod- 
ern heritage,'’ Mr. Mahfouz 
wrote. 

Instead, he said, it brought 
“authoritarianism, corrup- 
tion, military defeats, econo- 
mic crises, injustice and 
nepotism (and) a consider- 
able degree of extremism.'’ 



Egyptian security forces stand guard in central 
Assist, 400 kSometres south of Cairo after a 


shootout which killed 10 militants and two police- 
men (AFP photo) 


ALGIERS (AP) — - A high-rank- 
ing government official has died 
of head wounds suffered in an 
attack blamed on Muslim gun- 
men, authorities said Friday, the 
third victim in a wave of assas- 
sinations this week of govern- 
ment figures. 

There have been no arrests and 
no claim of responsibility, but 
police blame the attacks on 
armed Islamic extremists be- 
lieved behind continued attacks 
on police and soldiers. 

. Hafid Senhadri, a member of 
the military-installed govern- 
ment's top advisoiy body and 
chief of staff to the Ministry of 
Vocational Training, never 
emerged from a coma after being 
shot Sunday by gunmen hiding in 
a stairwell at his home. 

Mr. Senhadri died late Thurs- 
day at the 'Ain Naadja military 
hospital near Algiers, the author- 
ities reported, died by state radio 
and the official APS news agency. 

Mr. Senhadri was the first of 
four prominent Algerians target- 
led in a wave of assassinations 
this week. 

Laadi Flici, a prominent doc- 
tor, and Djflali liades, a former 
education minister, were shot and 
killed in separate attacks. Tahar 
Hamdi, minister for work and 


soda! affaire, was slightly 

ed in a different assassination last year to 


attempt. 

Pol ice officers bearing 
machineguns guarded Mr. Fix* s 
funeral, blocking roads two 
kilometres from the cemetejy, 
where several members, or ure 
ruling High State Council 
attended the ceremony. 

Authorities say Muslim ex- 
tremists have killed more than 
300 policemen and soldiers over 
the past year in an underground 
war that has claimed more than 
600 lives. 

The gunmen are widely be- 
lieved to be carrying out the 
orders of Ali Belhadj, an impris- 
oned leader of the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), to carry 
out a holy war against the regime. 

Police reported Friday that an 
Islamic leader and two police 
officers were tiBed in the Algiers 
region Tuesday xm Wednesday. 

The Muslim militant, identified 
as Abdol Haq Layada, deputy 
leader of a large armed Islamic 
group, was said to have killed one 
police officer in an ambush and 
the other in a shootout a day later 
that claimed his life. 

Mr. Senhadri and Mr. Ftid 
both sat on the 60-member con- 


broaden public participation in 

CSg High State Council 
was installed by the army m 
January 1992 m a coup that de- 
nied the FIS a certain victory in 
parliamentary elections. 

The party has since been ban- 
ned and its leaders jailed or 
iled. Despite ever harsher secur- 
ity measures, the national police 
and army have failed to quell 
daily attacks by fundamentalist 
gunmen. 

The latest wave of attacks has 
shifted from policemen and sol- 
diers to prominent figures linked 
to the government, espeaally 
anti-fundamentalist intellectuals. 

Defence Minister Khaled Nez- 
zar, the regime’s strongman, 
escaped an apparent assassina- 
tion attempt in February when a 
carbomb exploded near bis 
motorcade. fa 

Mohammad Boudiaf, a hero of 
Algeria’s war for independence 
from France and the High State 
Council's first president, was shot 
and killed by a bodyguard last 
summer. The soldier was re- 
ported to have ties to FIS leaders. 


Moroccan 

elections 

postponed 


RABAT (AP) — Elections for a 
new parliament, repeatedly de- 
layed since 1990, have been put 
off for another two months, gov- 
ernment sources said Friday. 

Balloting set for April 30 has 
been rescheduled for June 25, 
according to the sources, who 
would not be further identified. 
They gave no other information 
other than to say a “consensus” 
was readied with the govern- 
ment. 

Ostensibly, the government is 
postponing the voting because h 
needs time to finalise voter lists 
and print new ballots, the 
socialist-backed opposition news- 
paper Liberation reported Fri- 
day. 

Opposition parties, complain- 
ing of widespread government 
-fraud in. nationwide local elec- 
tions in October,. have pulled out' 
of a commission set up to super- 
vise the election. 

They also scorn the govern- 
ment's claim of needing more 
time to prepare for the voting. 

The parliamentaiy election was 
originally to have been held in 
1990, but was repeatedly post- 
poned in order to hold a referen- 
dum on the disputed Western 
Sahara, a huge ex-Spanish terri- 
tory claimed by Morocco. 

That referendum, to determine 
the wishes of its residents towards 
independence, still has not been 
held, but the government now 
says delays are unrelated to that 
issue. 

Recent schedules had a new 
parti ament to have been elected 
in December, then in April. 
Opposition groups m fact had 
criticised the choice of April 30 as 
it would interfere with labour 
groups' preparations for May 
Bay. 

Elcctroral reforms has pushed 
the number of seats in parliament 
up from 306 to 327. 

Postal workers strike 

Hardline Moroccan trade un- 
ions said a 24-hour strike Friday 
in the posts and telecommunica- 
tions office (ONPT) was an 
almost total success. 

They estimated that between 
82 per cent and 98 per cent of the 
20,000 employees obeyed the 
strike call. 

However, residents said there 
was no major disruption of mail 
deliveries and most post offices 
were open for business as usuaL 
Telephone engineers were also 
on the job. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


American University of Beirut gets new chief 

BEIRUT (R) — The American University of Beirut elected 
Robert Haddad as its president Friday. He is the fust Arab- 
American to hold the post. Dr. Haddad, a professor of ’Middle 
Eastern history and religion at Smith College in Massachusetts, 
succeeds Frederic Herter, the university said in a statement. His 
election for a six-year term was made by the board of trustees in 
New York effective July 1. Until a ban on U.S. citizens travelling to 
Lebanon is lifted, American administrators work out. of the 
university’s New York offices. The university was founded in 1866. 

Bomb blasts hit PLO officers’ cars 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Bomb blasts hit the cars of two Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) officers in South Lebanon Friday, 
destroying the vehicles but causing no casualties, security sources 
said. They said the first bomb wrecked the car of Ibrahim Al Hajj, 
a lieutenant of the PLO's mainstream Fateh group, in the southern 
port city of Tyre. The second bomb destroyed the car of Ismail Abu 
Al ATnain in Jal Al Bahar Palestinian refugee camp near Tyre. 
The sources said the blasts were linked to a power struggle between 
Fateh and the Fateh Revolutionary Council, led by guerrilla leader 
Abu Nidal. Seven Palestinian guerrillas have been killed this year 
in die inter-Palestinian feud. More than 25 where killed in 1992. 

Islamic group’s arms found in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (R) — U.S. soldiers in Somalia have found a large 
arms cache hidden under bags of rice at a compound belonging to 
the Muslim fundamentalist organisation Al Ittihad, the U.S. 
mihtary sajd Saturday. The soldiers searched the compound in the 
coastal town of Merca, 80 kilometres southwest of Mogadishu, 
Frjday after hearing shots from inside, a military spokesman said. 
r Al Ittihad is a religious and political movement which receives most 
of its money from the Gulf. It also distributes relief food and 
provides medical services. The U.S. military spokesman said the 
arms cache contained 15 assault rifles, 20 submadrinegnns, seven 
larger machineguns, three mortars, 20 military radios and two 
small missiles. He said the compound had been under observation 
for some time but until they heard the shots the U.S. Army had no^> 
reason to search it. 

MPs ask Italy to recall Iran ambassador 

ROME (R) — Italian opposition parliamentarians Friday asked 
Italy to recall its ambassador to Iran following the murder of an 
Iranian dissident in Rome this week. The 35 MPs of the Republican 
Party, in an appeal published in the party newspaper, said the 
government must take steps to dispel a belief that Italy was an 
"open zone" for acts of violence. They asked the Rome govern- 
ment to recall its ambassador to Tehran and to expd or place 
restrictions on Iranian representatives in Italy. The MPs said the 
measures were needed after Iranian dissident Mohammad Hussein 
Nagdi was shot down in a Rome street Tuesday. Mr. Nagdi, a 
former diplomat, was shot on his way to work by two gunmen 
riding on a scooter. Police have found the murder weapon, but no 
trace of the ltilleTS. The opposition Iranian National Re sistance 
Council, which Mr. Nagdi represented in Rome for the ptst 11 
years, has accused Tehran of being behind bis murder and called on 
Italy to dose down the Iranian embassy. The embassy has flatly 
denied any links to Mr. Nagdi's murder, blaming it on factional 
fighting within the Iranian opposition. Iran’s official news agency 
IRNA also said Tuesday the killing was probably the result of 
factional disputes among dissidents. 

Bangladeshis observe Al Quds Day 

DHAKA (AP) — About 1,000 Muslims burned American and 
Israeh flags after Friday prayers in a pro-Palestinian demonstra- 
te- A truck-load of police followed the protesters as they 
inarched through Dhaka’s streets to observe Al Quds (Jerusalem) 
Day, which was declared on the last Friday of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. The protest was called by Al Quds Committee, a group 
of Iranian-backed Muslim fundamentalists. The protesters also 
shouted slogans condemning killings of Muslims in Bosnia- 
Herzegovma and in Kashmir, India. Bangladesh is a predominantly 
Muslim nation of 111 million people. 3 
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Crown Prince turns 46 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Saturday 
March 20 marked the 46th 
.birthday of His Royal High- 
nesss Crown Prince Hassan. 

The younger brother of His 
Majesty King Hussein and heir 
to the throne. Prince Hassan 
was bom in Amman in 1947. 
He was proclaimed Crown 
Prince by Royal Decree in 
1965. 

Throughout, the Crown 
Prince has played a vital role in 
in the process of development 


in Jordan. 

In the past year. Prince Has- 
san was active at the interna- 
tional and domestic levels tak- 
ing part in conferences and 
seminars, where his addresses 
often focused on the issues of 
human rights, a just, compre- 
hensive mid lasting peace in 
the Middle East, and a new 
concept of strategic policy that 
directs attention to soda!, eco- 
nomic and environmental 
strategies among others. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has awarded Jor- 
dan’s highest military medal to 
French General Philippe Mot- 
ion in recognition of his bravery 
as U.N. Commander in Bosnia, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said Saturday. 

In a telegramme to French 
President Francois Mitterrand, 
King Hussein thanked him for 
France’s role in U.N. operations 
m Bosnia and asked him to pre- 
sent General Morillon the AJ- 
Kawkab first dass medal. 

. The King wrote President Mit- 
terand that the bestowing of the 
medal was “in recognition of the . 
courageous personal contribution 
and principled stand of General 
Philippe Morillon in upholding the 
principle that aggression cannot 
stand and in bringing to the world 
the torment and suffering of the 
people m Bosnia and Hercegovi- 
na and most vividly in Srebren- 
ria.” 

General Morillon set up head- 
quarters last week in the fcgqslim. 
town of Srebrenica, under siege 



Philippe Morillon 

from Serb forces, and vowed not 
to leave until U.N. aid got 
through to the inhabitants. 

He led a relief convoy into the 
town on Friday after lengthy 
negotiations with Serb forces and 
left on Saturday with a convoy 
evacuating 100 wounded women 
and children, • according to- Serb 
sources. 


Sharif Zeid reviews 
Lockerbie standoff 
with Libyan minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Libya’s dis- 
pute with the Western countries 
over the Lockerbie affair and 
Jordanian-Libyan cooperation in 
economic fields were at the cen- 
tre of discussions held in Amman 
Saturday between Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
Li bay’s Foreign Minister Omar 
A1 Muntasser. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said Mr. Muntasser, who ar- 
rived here earlier in the day, 
briefed the Prime Minister on the 
outcome of a seven- Arab foreign 
ministers meeting in Tunis to 
discuss the Lockerbie issue. 

The foreign ministers were 
quoted by diplomatic sources in 
Tunis earlier as saying that Libya 
had offered to turn over two men 
wanted by the United States and 
Britain to a neutral country for 
trial in the bombing of a Pan Am 
. passenger jet over Lockerbie, 
Scotland on December 22, 1988. 

Washington, Paris and London 
suspect Libya of ordering the 
. mid-air bombings. 

Reports from Tunis said Friday 
that Arab foreign ministers had 
agreed to relay to the United 
Nations new proposals from 
Libya to break its deadlock with 
the West over the airline bomb- 
ings. 

But Arab diplomats sard the 
proposals did not change Libya’s 
basic position — that suspects 
would be surrendered only if they 
. were to stand trial on neutral 
: ground. 

The foreign ministers met in 


Tunis on Thursday night and 
Friday for a fresh attempt to 
resolve the standoff. 

Hie U.N. Security Council im- 
posed an air and arms embargo 
on Libya last year in an effort to 
force the surrender of two men 
suspected of blowing up the 
American airliner. 

Following the meeting,' 
attended by Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber as well as the 
Libyan ambassador to Jordan and 
Jordan’s ambassador to Libya, 
Mr. Muntasser said his discussion 
with Sharif Zeid tackled general 
Arab issues and topics of com- 
mon concern to Jordan and 
Libya. Asked to comment on the 
reported Libyan offer to the West 
to help end the crisis over the 
Lockerbie affair, the Libyan offi- 
cial declined to give details. 

“I cannot go into details about 
this issue and prefer to leave the 
matter to the Arab League 
secretary general to divulge 
them,” Mr. Muntasser re- 
sponded. 

But he added that Libya was 
committed to the implementation 
of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 783 over this issue. 

Mr. Muntasser expressed hope 
that the Arab countries would 
soon find appropriate means to 
unify their ranks and end their 
differences. 

Dr. Aba Jaber had met earlier 
with the Libyan official and dis- 
cussed Jordanian-Libyan rela- 
tions and Arab affairs. 


home news ni brief 


King congratulates Iranian president 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 
cable of good wishes to Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani on 
Nowruz Feast. He wished the Iranian president continued good 
health and the Iranian people further progress mid prosperity. 

Crown Prince leaves for Vienna 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Saturday left for Vienna on a private visit to Austria. Prince 
Hassan was seen off at the airport by Princes Faisal Ben A1 
Hussein and Ghazi Ben Mohammad as well as Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal Court Chief Khaled A1 Karaki, 
Private Chamberlain Prince Ali Ben Nayef and senior officials 
along with the Austrian ambassador to Jordan. 


remembers 

Karameh 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Sun- 
day observes the 25th anniversary 
of Ai Karameh Battle which took 
place in 1968 when Israeli troops, 
supported by armoured vehicles, 
combat planes and artillery, 
made incursions in the central 
Jordan Valley area. 

The large scale, three-pronged 
Israeli attack covered an area of 
40-kilometres, stretching from 
the Prince Mohammad Bridge in 
the north to the Dead Sea in the 
south. 

The attack was aimed at 
'occupying die eastern heights of 
the Jordan Valley (the Balqa 
heights), m order to maintain 
tight control of the region. 

It also aimed to terrorise the 
local residents of the area into 
leaving. 

The large number of troops 
and personnel who took part in 
the Israeli attack was dear evi- 
dence of the Jewish state’s expan- 
sionist policies. 

Taking part in the battle on the 
Israeli side were two armoured 
brigades, one infantry and one 
paratroop unit, five artillery 
battalions, four squadrons of 
fighter planes and a number of 
helicopters, in addition to two 
combat divisions. 

Despite the large number of 
military personnel and the air and 
artillery cover, the battle turned 
out to be a complete defeat for 
the Israelis, who were forced to 
withdraw under the cover of night 
because of the fierce resistance by 
the Jordan Armed Forces. 

Israeli losses during the battle 
were three times higher than its 
losses during the June 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

On the occasion. His Majesty 
King Hussein received congra- 
tulatory cables from Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Held 
Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb, Public 
Security Department Director 
Major General Fadel Ali Fheid. 
and Director General of the Civil 
Defence Department Major 
General Afif Al Ghoul. 


Islamic Action Front condemns terrorism 
but warns West against ‘war against Islam’ 


By F.V.Vivekaiuuid 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s most 
powerful Islamic movment Satur- 
day condemned terrorism of all 
forms and shapes, but combined 
the condemnation with a warning 
to the West against what it de- 
scribed as waging a war against 
Islam. 

Ishaq Al Farhan, president of 
the Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
rejected media suggestions that 
the Feb. 26 bombing of the World 
Trade Centre m New York could 
have been carried out by a Mus- 
lim group. 

“Ldam is a religion of peace 
and does not condone terrorism 
m any form or shape,” said Dr. 
Farhan, addressing a press con- 
ference held at the lAFs bead- 
quarters. 

“Even before charges were 
filed (against the suspects in the 
case), the Zionist-inspired media 
have tried and convicted Islam,” 
said Dr. Farhan, a member of the 
Upper House of Parliament. 

Two Arab Muslims, both of 
Palestinian origin, were formally 


charged in court last week with 
“aiding and abetting” the blast, 
which killed sixpeople and 
wounded over 1.000. 

U.S. officials and newspapers 
have suggested that the suspects, 
as well as several others sought in 
the case, are linked to a hardline 
Egyptian cleric who preaches at a 
New Jersey mosque. . 

The media reports. Dr. Farhan 
said, preempt a fair trial of the 
case in court. 

"The Zionist circles have trap- 
ped the Americans and Euro- 
peans into believing - that Islam 
poses the biggest threat to 
humanity,” be said, and referred 
to “anti-Islam” comments by 
U.S. and European officials in 
the wake of the trade centre 
bombing. 

“We condemn all forms of ter- 
rorism, whether individual- 
factional- or state-sponsored,” he 
said. “Terrorism is against all 
teachings of Islam.” 

Dr. Farhan, said the “only 
beneficiaiy” from the World 
Trade Centre bombing was Israel 
and suggested that “Zionist 
hands" could be behind the blast 



Ishaq AI Farhan 

in a bid to “tarnish the image of 
Islam and Muslims everywhere, 
particularly Palestine, and shift 
the attention away from the 
(Palestinian) expellees” in South 
Lebanon. 

“They want to paint the Arabs 
and Muslims as terrorists and the 
Palestinian struggle as terror- 
ism," be said. “Isn't it the right of 
the Palestinian people to resist 
the (Israeli) occupation of their 
land just as the French had the 
right to resist (the German) 
occupation (during World War 

n)?” 

According to Dr. Farhan, the 
New York blast is part of a 


“Westem-Zionist assault against 
Islam and Muslims” prompted by 
“fears that Islam would replace 
socialism,” which ended with the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and 
the East bloc. 

“The identity of Islam and the 
Arab World is under attack, and 
we should resist the assault with 
all our might,” he said. 

The purported anti-Islam cam- 
paign, he argued, started with the 
Gulf war against Iraq and con- 
tinues with “what is happening in 
Palestine, Bosnia, Kashmir, 
Somalia, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, 
the Philippines, Burma, India 
and wherever Muslims live.” 

Dr. Farhan noted that the main 
theme that Israeli President 
Chaim Herzog took to European 
capitals during a recent visit was 
“the threat posed to humanity by 
Islam” and that several European 
leaders appear to have picked up 
the slogan. 

Dr. Farhan said: “Let the 
West. led by the U.S. and Zion- 
ists, be warned against pursuing 
aggressive polices against Islam 
and making Muslims, who consti- 
tute one-fifth of the world 


population, an enemy. 

“Islam is a reality and it is here 
to stay. Nobody can eliminate it \ 
with military weapons and con- 
spiracies. The way to deal with it 
is people and their wishes.” ' 
Dr. Farhan and Abdullah 3 
Akaileh, a member of the Lower " 
House of Parliament representing * 
the Muslim Brotherhood bloc, 
called on the media to counter " 
the “offensive against Islam.” n 
“This is war,” said Dr. n 
Akaileh. ? 

Both politicians condemned 3 
the spate of extremist attacks e 
against tourists in Egypt. but s 
qualified that denunciation by n 
accusing the Cairo government of 
waging a “war of annihilation”" 
against Islamic movements in the!^ 
country. “ 

“How will anyone react to the" 
murder of his own family mem-® 
bers by security forces of a regime"' 
which practices state terrorism?”® 
asked Dr. Akaileh. citing last” 
week's police stormings of a mos- 
que in the southern Egyptian" 
town of Aswan residences in 1 ! 
Cairo. At least 40 people werejj 
killed in the assaults. 


JD 325,000 raised so far 
in 3rd a nn ual charity drive 


Jordan opposes cuts to 
UNRWA services 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Satur- 
day announced that the Third 
Annual Charity Campaign to 
help needy families in Jordan has 
so for raised JD 325,000 and was 
expected to collect JD350,000 by 
the end of the month of Rama- 
dan. 

Addressing a press conference 
to report on the campaign. Prin- 
cess Basma said the drive would 
not have achieved such success 
without the active help of nearly 
15,000 volunteer boyscouts and 
girl guides, the Ministry of 
Education, private schools, com- 


munity colleges and universities, 
as well as the industrial and com- 
mercial sectors. 

The campaign will continue un- 
til the end of the holy month and 
it is hoped that more donations 
will be collected, said the Prin- 
cess, who is also Honorary Chair- 
person of the Board of Trustees 
of the Queen Alia Jordan Social 
Welfare Fund (QAF). 

The Princess said in last year’s 
campaign, QAF collected 
JD 115,000 adding that the in- 
crease achieved this year will help 
QAF to add more needy families 
to its distribution lists. 


She announced the creation of 
a committee, led by Mamdouh 1 
Abbadi, to supervise the distribu- 
tion of the donations. 

She added that the QAF prog- 
ramme included the initiation of a 
number of income-generating 
projects in some areas. 

In thanking the various orga- 
nisations and the media that ex- 
tended help in the charity drive. 
Princess Basma said the aid prog- 
ramme was intended to foster the 
concept of social solidarity among 
the members of the Jordanian 
society during Ramadan. 


UNRWA may ask fees from refugees 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuters 

AMMAN — The U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
for Palestinian Refugees said 
it is considering charging 
-refugees -in Jordan token fees to 
help it cope with- a growing 
budget deficit. 

The deficit will put more and 
more strain on every aspect of 
our operations, Dennis Brown, 
head of (UNRWA) office in Jor- 
dan, told Reuteis. 

The population continues to 
grow white the budget remains 
stagnant and the gap between 
both gets wider and wider. 

UNRWA Commissioner- 
General liter Turkmen said in 
Vienna last week that the agency 
may soon be forced to reduce its 

YWCA 


president 

visits 

Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Young 
Women’s Christian Association 
(YWCA) World President Razia 
Ismail is on a special visit to 
Jordan and was received Satur- 
day by Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basina at the Queen Aha 
Jordan Social Welfare Fund, 
together with President of 
YWCA-Jordan Leila Najjar and 
10 council members. 

Miss Ismail was elected presi- 
dent in World YWCA Council 
meeting in Norway in 1991 when 
75 YWCAs were represented. 

Miss Ismail, who is Chief of 
External Relations and Public 
Affairs of the India Country 
Programme at United Nations 
Inter natio nal Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) in New Delhi, be- 
lieves that women’s best path to 
their own progress is to get in- 
volved in the broader issues of 
development According to Miss 
Ismail her personal commitment 
as president is to give the deepest 
possible meaning to the World 
YWCA’s attainment of its first 
100 years to service in 1994, 
through expressing in concrete 
terms its policy statement on par- 
ticipatory development in its 
advocacy and action, from world 
level to the simplest local com- 
munity activity. 

Miss Ismail, who is Indian, is a 
former journalist and is active in 
human rights issues. 

The World YWCA is con- 
tinuing its efforts in appealing for 
the unconditional return of 
Palestinians expelled by Israel. 


services if it did not receive addi- 
tional contributions to cut a $28.5 
million deficit in its $300 million 
budget for this year. 

The agency offers education, 
health and social services to ab- 
out- 2.7 million Palestinian re- 
fugees in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, as 
well as in Jordan, Syria and Leba- 
non. 

Mr. Brown said UNRWA’s 
hiring of new physicians and 
teachers this year would not meet 
the increased demand from 
population growth of up to five 
per cent in Palestinian communi- 
ties, further reducing the quality 
of health and education. 

He said UNRWA was looking 
into prospects of making refugees 
pay a small fee for its health 


services and vocational training 
programmes in Jordan to help 
offset the deficit. 

It is better to try and raise a 
small amount of money than to 
actually cut the service. Mr. 
Brown said. "We know they (the 
refugees) are ‘ not going to be 
happy, but what is our alterna- 
tive.” 

He said no decision had been 
made on the amount of the prop- 
osed fees or when they might be 
implemented. 

Mr. Brown said UNRWA's de- 
ficit has widened because key 
Western donors have not pledged 
more money as most of them 
were trying to trim their own 
budget deficits and help fund new 
relief operations like those in 
famine-hit Somalia and in Bos- 


Cabinet approves 
4th party paper 


An offer by Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein to donate $50 
million in oil revenue to UN- 
RWA is unlikely to be approved 
by the U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
-tee which has enforced a sweep- 
ing trade ban against Baghdad 
since its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Brown said Vienna-based 
UNRWA had begun cutting 
administrative costs in an effort 
to slash the deficit by half. He 
said none of those measures had 
affected services to the refugees 
or led to staff redundancies. 

But he said cuts affecting ser- 
vices could be expected if donors 
failed to come up with the short- 
fall. 

UNRWA officials said the 
agency was putting particular 
emphasis on appealing for funds 
from the Gulf Arab states which 
now contribute only about 1 .5 per 
cent of its budget. 

The United States and the 
European Community provide 
most of UNRWA’s funds. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
voiced its total opposition to any 
move by the United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) to reduce its services to 
Palestinian refugees if the agency 
did not receive additional con- 
tributions to cover the projected 
1993 budget, according to Adel 
Irsheid, director of the Foreign 
Ministry's Department of Palesti- 
nian Affairs. 

Speaking upon his return here 
Saturday from a meeting in Vien- 
na by the agency's advisory com- 
mission, Mr. Irsheid said the 
Jordanian delegation pointed to 
the dangers inherent in such a 
move resulting from a deficit in 
the agency's budget. 

He said a reduction of UN- 
RWA's services to the refugees 
would naturally mean an increase 
of burdens on the Arab govern- 
ments hosting the refugees, parti- 
cuarly Jordan which hosts the 
majority of diem. 

According to UNRWA’s 
latest statistical report, nearly 39 
per cent of the total number of 
Palestinian refugees live 'in the 
‘ Kingdom, with the rest dispersed 
over the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip, Lebanon and Syria. 


The UNRWA statistics said thc e 
total number of registered re- c 
fugees alone stood at 1.787 mil-n 
lion. n 

The expected plan by UN-a 
RWA to reduce the services tc 
the refugees was revealed to the 
commission meeting in Vienna or 
March 15 by UNRWA 
Commissioner-Genera! Iltei 
Turkmen, who said that the agen- 
cy’s financial crisis coincides witt 
growing demands on services par- 
ticularly in Lebanon and the 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

Referring to other Jordaniar 
ideas put forth at the Viennr 
meeting. Mr. Irsheid said in ordei 
to cut down on administrative 
expenses, Jordan demanded the 
transfer of the agency’s head-;, 
quarters from Vienna to UN- 
RWA's field of operations eithei 
in Jordan, Syria or Lebanon, a* c 
was the case prior to the move tc* 
Vienna. j r 

Jordan has also proposed thar 
an urgent appeal be issued to thee 
donor nations to increase theiat 
contributions to UNRWA anct- 
that the agency's budget be sub-n 
mitted for study at the Unitec. 
Nations, Mr. Irsheid said. if 


WHAT’S GOING ON . 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and t- 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed ri 
time and place with the concerned institutions. n 

EXHIBITIONS 

^5 

"fr Scientific exhibition of projects designed by students at the 0 
Jordan University of Science and Technology (JUST), includ- 
ing computers and computer programmes, at JUST. 

-tr Exhibition entitled the Memory of Silk, displaying traditional '0 
Jordanian and Palestinian costumes, shawls, carpets, pottery e 
copperware, from the Widad Kawar collection — at the French n 
Cultural Centre. « 


By a Jordan Times * 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Cabinet 
approved Saturday granting a li- 
cence to the Jordan Democratic 
Progressive Party (JDPP) to issue 
a weekly newspaper to be named 
Al Maseera (The March). 

The newspaper, which was 
licensed in the name of the par- 
ty’s Secretary General Ali Amer, 
is the fourth political publication 
to be licensed under interim 
arrangements with the govern- 
ment pending the enactment of 
the new press and publications 
law. 

The 1973 law provides for li- 
cences to be issued to a Jordan 
Press Association member, a uni- 
versity graduate, a press estab- 
lishment or a news agency. 

The licence was granted in the 
name of Mr. Amer becanse be is 


a university graduate. 

The three other political par- 
ties, granted publishing licences 
on cter the same circumstances 
were Suleiman Arar’s Al Mustak- 
bal Party, Abdul Hadi Al Ma- 
jah’s Al Ahd Party and Tayser Al 
Zibri’s the Jordan People’s 
Democratic Party. 

According to Rasmi Mahasna 
of the Press and Publications 
Department, four other parties 
are awaiting Cabinet approval to 
issue their weekly newspapers. 

These are Yaconb Zayadeen’s 
“Al Jamaheer” of the Jordan 
Communist Party, Ml j hem Al 
Khreisheh’s “Sawt Al Urchin” of 
.the Jordan National Alliance and 
Tayseer Al Himsi's Arab Ba’ath 
Socialist Party publication. 

Mr. Mahasna said all these 
publications were approved by 
the department, but are now 
waiting for Cabinet approval. 
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Islamic group urges 
support for Palestinians 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Islamic 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (ISESCO) 
Saturday issued a statment in 
Amman denouncing the ongoing 
“criminal acts committed against 
the Palestinian people by die 
Israeli authorities.” 

The statement, issued in 
observance of the World Islamic 
Day for Palestine, appealed to 
the Islamic nations to extend 
support to the Palestinians to 
back efforts contributing to the 
cause of Jerusalem and Palestine. 

It urged the Arab and Islamic 


countries to show and practice 
solidarity with the Palestinian 
people and to extend material 
and moral assistance to the 
oppressed people under Israeli 
rule. 

The statement called on all 
Muslims around the world to 
support the Palestinians to end 
the occupation and to help them 
attain self determination on 
Palestinian soil. 

It also urged the Muslims to 
transcend their present differ- 
ences and defend the Islamic 
shinies in Palestine. 



| Mappy Mother's (Day 


gk\ Let us treat your Mom to a free Iftaf 
or IHnner on her special t Day at 
Xf Amman (Plaza l Hotel grand (Ballroom . 
y/ 'Enjoy the Sumptuous Selection of 
(Ramadan (Delights and sample our 
71 Sensational Vegetable Specialty 
complimented by the (Tunes of live 
Arabic mmiad Entertainment. 
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Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla Malta' 


1 Shrysi/f-w 


diplomacy 


-is HT conceivable that Washington is still suffering from the 
hangover of the Gulf war as far as Jordan is concerned? 
Over two years have lapsed since that war ended, and yet 
tae U.S. is still treating this country as if we remain in the 
enemy's camp. The best evidence of this inexplicable 
attitude is the turning back of Aqaba-bound ships — three 
.Ms month alone — carrying general cargo to Jordanian 
reporters. The third vessel, a Sudanese-flag ship chartered 
: - a largely Jordanian government-owned shipping com- 
~jny, has just been turned back to Port Suez and this latest 
:;:terference with free shipping came on the heel of two 
similar episodes involving Norwegian and Sudanese cargo 
ships transporting non-military goods from Western coun- 
tries. Coming as it does only hours after the conclusion of 
joint U.S.-, Jordanian military manoeuvres, one is at a loss to 
ti .plain the rationality behind this behaviour, particularly 
v ien the goods freighted to Jordan originated mostly in 
V estern countries and the carrier, the National Shipping 
Lines, is 75 per cent government owned. If the U.S. 
$ tvernment did take a complete stock of Jordan's policies, 
fcoth domestic and external, one would have thought that 
Amman will be rewarded and not penalised for them. 

To start with Jordan has abided faithfully and to the best 
of its ability by the U.N. Security Council sanctions imposed 
on Iraq. There is no such a thing as a fool-proof ’ sanctions 
mechanism, no matter how hard countries try to enforce 
Ihem. The Iraqi borders with Iran and Turkey are nearly 
.. ide opea with no significant reaction from the U.S. Picking 
■jx Jordan all the time when it has put into practice 
■‘ocreasingiy stiff measures to plug any existing loopholes is 
no 1 something that augurs well for the role of Jordan in the 
ingoing peace process or with its determined efforts to 
Torture pluralistic democracy. Is it possible that in spite of 
Lie country's peaceful and progressive roles in the Middle 
fast, there is still a determined effort to break the back of 
•llais country? How else can one Interpret the persistent 
. Torts to cu! off the country’s only sea outlet from the 
-'utsirfe world. Perhaps there is a bad communication line 
‘jetween the U.S. inspectors in the high seas and Washing- 
:on, and if this is the case it is high time that the U.S. State 
Apartment put an end to the over-exploited and abused 
.xcuse often offered by American Marines in the Tiran 
Straits that cargo destined for Jordan is inaccessible to easy 
’inspection ! The place to control and check cargo is at points 
of origin, if at ail. Is there any doubt that British. French 
und other European exporters are observing the sanctions 
regime against Iraq? Some of the cargo intercepted origin- 
ates in the U.S. itself, we might add. There must be a better 
way then to handle this problem other than bleeding Jordan 
to death. Otherwise this country must take effective counter 
measures including the overhaul of its 'foreign policies 
towards its presumably good friends and allies. Piracy in 
diplomatic relations would simply not work. 


A 1 L&ESC PMESS COMMENTARIES 


5 AWT AL SHAAB daily Tuesday discussed the stepped up 
campaign ag.iimi the Aqaba-bound ships and demanded an 
immediate end to what it called arbitrary actions being taken by 
the ioieijjn naval forces against Jordan. The naval forces have 
been i lit nine back vessels laden with tood stuff and other items for 
Jordan m liugr.nu xmlaiion of tree maritime operations and in 
iota! disregard ; ir Jordan's sovereignty, said the daily. This 
hai isa .e;:i "i Ji-idanian-bound shipping is meant as a dangerous 
rti.s’.e. manifest in-; a tendency to take revenge on Jordan for its 
nuti. -.lands .ni.- io pressure this Kingdom into succumbing to 
,>i!ie; i- ns' desires and wl-.:mv said ihe daily. This harasse- 
n-rnt. it added, is hound u cause timber economic hardships to 
;he Killed*. m ’-Jiieh is overburdened with numerous headaches, it 
said The paper said that in the space of one month the naval 
forces have turned back three cargo vessels carrying essential 
..ood> to Jordan under unconvincing pretexts. Jordan has been 
fully committed to the U.N. resolutions and has been honouring 
the embargo all along, especially with regard to the imported 
foods via 'Aqaba, the paper continued. It said that the naval 
blockade «*n Aqaba could be motivated by evil forces, hostile to 
the Kingdom and aiming to impoverish this country. One can only 
ask what objectives can" be achieved by the U.S.-led naval forces 
through this continued harassment, knowing that the goods 
turned back are .til essential food stuffs for the people of Jordan. 
The paper said i!:ai every pnssihle way should be followed in 
or Jo I* 1 ...-ill of Jordan which is totally 

committed to the international legitimacy and continuously 
honours all U.N. resolutions. 


' MAHMOUD RIMAWJ. a columnist in Al Ra’i daily, demanded 
that Washington .show more seriousness in matters related to the 
peace process in order to lure the parties to the talks. The writer 
said that Washington ought to stop playing the double standard 
role and adopt contradictory altitudes if it is really oriented 
„ towards ad ding a lasting peace in the Middle East. First and 
, foremost, i : writer said, Washington should see to it that 
■ Resolution 7V*J is implemented so ibat the Palestinians can be 
pervaaded to go in the negotiations, feeling no embarassment 
i before ihe P.sLvtmian public. Washington should also make it 
1 clear ih :* i , .cs*»ii: , .!OM 242 still forms the basis for any solution 
* ivhk.- s " • js.! : 'e h.-iing. he said. The writer said that the Israelis 
[ sh. riu not b: absolved of the sin of trying to impede progress in 
r the r pr* ►■-css *»r of the atrocities committed against the 
v P.ik viin: m*. ;se *uiJ the Aral foreign ministers meeting in 
c Damascus should make these demands clear to the U.S. 
administration and should get a favourable response before they 
. . .. .;,i. .i uifout the resumption of peace process. 


Privatisation reappraised 


■'i.n 


I follow up, with keen interest, the application by economic 
policies of various theories, as this represents some sort of 
experimentation that verifies these theories and determines how 
fit they are to survive and to address factual challenges. 
Supply-side economics, currency devaluation in developing coun- 
tries, and floating of interest rates are examples of this brand of 
academics. Privatisation is another one. 

This Thatcher-initiated Reagan-backed policy device was en- 
thusiastically received in various countries and quarters and by 
numerous shades of opinion. Although it has abated in the West 
and to a lesser degree in developing countries, privatisation is still 
in its prime in the socialist and ex-socialist countries. As with so 
many other things, privatisation is easier and nicer said than 
practically applied. 

In Jordan, it is interesting to notice that we have not taken one 
actual step in the field of privatisation although we have talked 
volumes about it. However, this delay may be useful if we -can 
benefit from the experience of other countries in this field. 

“Euromoney” published in its April 1993 issue an opinion 
on the lessons learned from the privatisation experiments of 
various countries. The related article was written by an “Amer- 
ican merchant banker based in London” under the nickname of 


Middle East : 
Clinton takes 
a sharp turn 

By Stephen S. Rosenfeld 


WASHINGTON — In no place is 
Bill Clinton diverging more from 
George Bush's foreign policy 
than in the Middle East. Perhaps 
this will work out well in the end, 
but at the moment it looks as 
though Mr. Clinton, who has said 
he believeshe has “a real-shot” at 
peace, has not begun hitting the 
target. 

To judge by results, Mr. Bush 
had the right formula: Be deman- 
ding but fair with both Israel and 
the Arabs, and intervene asser- 
tively to move things along on all 
fronts. This is how he and his 
secretary of state, James Baker, 
created constituencies for nego- 
tiation in all the key places and 
moved on to launch broad Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

In style, Mr. Clinton has, as be 
promised he would, replace Mr. 
Bush's steely (and to many- 
Israelis, unnerving), evenhanded 
detachment from Israel with a 
public embrace. For the moment, 
this has calmed the alarm that 
Israelis feel whenever the United 
States closes in to shape their 
fate. Mr. Clinton’s rhetoric is 
warm, he stresses the elements of 
cooperation in the relationship, 
and aid flows freely even in these 
austere times. 

This week Mr. Clinton even 
repulsed an appeal by visiting 
President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt to seek a further “small 
step” from Israel on the boiling 
(for Arabs) issue of allowing the 
“immediate” repatriation of 
Palestinian deportees that the 
United Nations has ordered. 
Israel has already done “enough” 
to draw the Palestinians back to 
the peaoe table in Washington on 
April 20, Mr. Clinton said. The 
battered Mr. Mubarak was left to 
put a brave face on this rebuff to 
America’s first friend in the Arab 
World. 

In the substance of his di- 
plomacy, Mr. Clinton seems to be 
stepping back from the Bush 
attempt to engage across the 
whole Arab-Israeli spectrum. In- 
stead, he is moving towards an 
emphasis on a Syria-first strategy, 
leaving the Palestinians to be 
isolated. 

Syria-first proceeds from a 
hard-headed reading — Yitzhak 
Rabin's reading — that Syria has 
lost its global patron, the Soviet 
Union, and has seen the shrink- 
age of its principal Arab rival. 
Iraq, and is ready for an Amer- 
ican-expedited peace-for-terri- 
tory swap on the model that 
Egypt and Israel fashioned IS 
years ago. 

Prime Minister Rabin has, with 
some boldness, started preparing 
the Israeli public to work with 


Gallatin who chose to highlight the dangers of privatisation. The 
following paragraphs present the essence of that opinion. 

Dangers that accompany privatisation may be macroeconomic 
dangers, which affect the country's economic viability or security, 
microeconomic dangers, that affect the health of tire company 
being privatised, and dangers to the government’s privatisation 
process if it is inadequately managed. 

The cardinal danger is the threat of unemployment which 
materialises in almost alt circumstances. Where unemployment is 
already a problem, privatisation can hardly be a consolation on 
whatever count. This applies to Jordan and is probably one reason 
why privatisation plans have not taken off. 

Privatisation may cause the loss of control of a vital industry. In 
advanced economies, this poses less of a problem. In less 
advanced ones, it may be a mistake to let go too soon of a vital 
state asset. 

Privatisation can cause disruption to the business being 
privatised. Small-scale businesses acquired by foreign or private 
investors may benefit. But in many other companies the results of 
lay-offs on a massive scale, the requirement to retool entire plants 
and the challenge of setting up new distribution systems will affect 
productivity over the long nan. Indeed, the record of even 


jnM Krafffai acquisitions in highly-industrialised ecooorraes is iraxca 

at best. * • .. 

In the face of these three main (dangers, Gallatin gwestmee 
major bits of advice. Governments must beware pnvatmng 
fame-duck companies or companies in lame-cta* : industries. 
Second, they must be dear about their objectives which can range 
from receiving maximum privatisation proceeds to making an 
ideological break with state socialism: rarely only cnc wjeoM is 
the motivating factor. Third, governments must decide whether 
the benefits of a privatisation outweigh the. cost Xff society, 
especially in the likely level of unemployment that wffl ensue. 

The conclusion? 

As time goes on, privatisation will become ever-more impre- 
cise. It is the motivations of privatising governments which Wfll 
determine the privatisations of the future. The f ailure of 
state-imposed economics rules out the option of central planning 
but it may, in time, expose the weaknesses of total tree-marker 
capitalism. Governments will bean to act like any other sharehol- 
der. They will manage their industrial participations through a 
holding company, selling and buying stakes primarily on the baas 
of industrial and financial logic. Privatisation, no panacea, will 
become one option among many, for buyers and sellers alike. 


Publishers bank on the 
awakening of Islam in Europe 


Damascus. He prefers his old 
partner in Israeli-Syrian disen- 
gagement in the 1970s, President 
Hafez Al Assad, to the divided 
Palestinians. Mr. Rabin is under 
voter pressure for not delivering a 
quick agreement on Palestinian 
autonomy, and he could expect to 
profit from an early negotiation 
with Syria. 

Meanwhile. Israel can always 
argue — this is the Middle East 
way — that turning to Syria and 
playing hard to get with the 
Palestinians is the best way to 
bring the Palestinians around. 

You can see why Mr. Rabin 
and Mr. Ointon would be in- 
clined to go down this road, 
especially if, as seems conceiv- 
able, Mr. Assad is prepared to 
cut a deal that leaves Palestinians 
in the lurch. Why should Israel be 
more solicitous of the Palesti- 
nians' interests than are their 
Arab brothers in Damascus? 

It is a fair question, and there is 
a sobering answer: because Israel 
has far more at stake in accom- 
modating the Palestinians than 
Syria does. For the Syrians the 
Palestinians are a pest. For the 
Israelis they are literally the bane 
of their existence. However tat- 
tered their policy and status at 
any given moment, Palestinians 
represent in Arab politics an 
overwhelming symbol of loss to 
western intrusion. Whether 
Palestinians can find their politic- 
al way may be problematic. That 
Israel has a surpassing interest in 
their political progress is not. 

Mr. Rabin looks at the favour- 
able strategic circumstances, at 
Palestinian violence and division 
and at the gathering political 
douds at home on his right. He is 
sorely tempted to go for the deal 
with Syria, as Menachem Begin 
went for the deal with Egypt, and 
to slow the dealing with the 
Palestinians. As short-term policy 
it is defensible. 

But the United States has its 
own responsibilities as Israel's 
abiding friend and also as leading 
arbiter of Middle East stability. It 
should be using the strategic 
advantages to address the whole 
Middle East problem and not just 
part of it. It should be giving 
Israel the fall and tough support 
that will enable it to take the 
farther risks of engagement with 
the Palestinains. It should be 
extending, to coexistence- and 
democracy-minded Palestinians, 
respect for their political rights. 

It has taken 15 years since 
Egypt and Israel made peace to 
get into position for a second 
slice. The opening is there if Mr. 
Qinton wants to help — The 
Washington Post. 


By Tom Porteous ' 

CAMBRIDGE, England — The 
esoteric logo of the Islamic Texts 
Society above the Green Street 
Bookshop in the heart of this 
ancient university city is a palm 
tree bearing two fat bunches of 
dates, with a crescent moon on 
one side and a burning sun on the 
other. The sign is made of finely 
worked metal coated in gold. 
Harking back to an earlier age of 
arcane symbolism, the insignia 
blends perfectly with the collegial 
medieval architecture and spir- 
itual ethos of the university. . .. 

It is part of an eye" for detail 
and excellence of design, which, 
in the decade since its founda- 
tion, has set the Islamic Texts 
Society among the most success- 
ful small publishing houses in 
Britain. In 1991 the society won a 
British Book Design Award for 
its English edition of the “innova- 
tions” of Hamid Al Ghazali, the 
11th century Muslim theologian 
and mystic. This year, a new 
publication has been named win- 
ner of the same award, and the 
society is on the short list for the 
Sunday Times Small Publisher 
Award- 

Such recognition from the arbi- 
ters of publishing standards in 
Britain is exceptional. It is all the 
more remarkable for a publishing 
house that specialises in Islamic 
theology and mysticism, with the 
aim of promoting “greater under- 
standing of Islam in the West 
through publishing English trans- 
lations of works of traditional 
importance to the faith and cul- 
ture of Islam.” 

“The first aim," said society 
director Abd Al Rahman Azzam. 
“was to make available in a book- 
shop the vast corpus of Islamic 
literature which had never been 
available to western readers. 
There were plenty of books on 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, but 
nothing on medieval Islamic 
thought." It was in this spirit that, 
when it opened in 1981, the socie- 
ty started publishing translations 
of Al Ghazali’s 40-volume “Re- 
vival of Religious Sciences,” a 
seminal text of Islamic mystical 
theology. So far, three volumes 
have appeared. 

“One day you will be able to 
get immediate access to the top 
thinkers of Islam in English,” Mr. 
Azzam said. “You'll be able to go 
into a shop and (rick up Al 
Ghazali in the same way as you 
can now pick up Plato or Aristo- 
tle.” 

In addition to publishing about 
-eight books a year, the society’s 
Green Street bookshop stocks a 
wide range of books on Islam and 
the Muslim world. It claims to be 
able to supply customers all over 
the world with any available book 
on Islam. But, as the society's 
director explains, the founders 
and patrons of the Islamic Texts . 
Society had another aim based on 
specific views about the changing 
role of Islam in the West and the 


importance to Islam of the 
emerging - community of Euro- 
pean Muslims. 

“The second aim of the socie- 
ty," Mr. Azzam said, “was to 
provide a platform for western 
Muslims to prove that Islam is not 
a religion based in the East or an 
Arab religion, but a universal 
one. There are many British, 
European and American Muslims 
who want to articulate this, and 
the society has made available the 
works of modern western Mus- 
lims like Martin Lings — whose 
‘Life of the Prophet Mohammad' 
has been reprinted several times 
— or Titus Burkhardt, Gal Eaton 
and European Muslim thinkers 
who wanted to express the mys- 
tical dimension that had attracted 
them to Islam.” 

This aspect gives the Islamic 
Texts Society its distinctive quali- 
ty, setting it apart from the 
majority of Islamic publishing 
houses. According to its regular 
Muslim customers, the high qual- 
ity of the society’s books, the 
awards and the prominent profile 
are indicative of the cultural im- 
portance, intellectual vitality aud 
moral confidence of a new Euro- 
pean Muslim community... 

“What we are witnessing is the 
birth of Isfam in Europe,” said* 
Mr. Azzam, whose grandfather 
was a prominent Egyptian states- : 
man and one of the founders of 
the Arab League. “It is very 
interesting and exciting because 
the leading intellectuals of Islam 
are now based in the West.” He 
compares the phenomenon to the 
early spread of Islam in the 7th 
and 8th centuries m Persia, Afri- 
ca and Spain, when the religion 
permeated and integrated with 
the culture of its host country. 

“There is a great difference 
between Muslim Indonesian cul- 
ture and Muslim African cul- 
ture,'.’ Mr. Azzam said, “but it’s 
all one religion. What is happen- 
ing now is that you have a grow- 
ing number of European Muslims 
in Europe, many of them of 
Asian or Arab parentage, but 
completely westernised, com- 
pletely confident nidi the West, 
without the colonial complexes 
their grandfathers may have had 
or which Muslims in die Muslim 
World may still have. These west- 
ern Muslims know exactly what 
they want They can see that the 
West is crumbling morally. We 
are witnessing the birth of the 
European Muslim movement and 
this society is one of its voices.” 

Mr. Azzam sees no similarities 
between the Islamic awakening in 
Europe and the growth of Islamic 
fundamentalism in the Middle 
East and North Africa. Indeed, 
he says, political Islam may be 
one of the reasons why intellec- 
tual debate among Muslims in the 
Arab World is debased at present 
and much less dynamic and pro- 
ductive than is debate among 
Muslims in Europe. “If you look, 
back fifty or a hundred years, 
there were quite a few Muslim 


intellectuals in .Egypt, which is 
supposed to be the intellectual 
centre of the Arab World,” Mr. 
Azzam said. “Today, there are 
no Muslim thinkers or writers 
there worth their weight. The 
debate in the Muslim World is a 
purely political debate. People in 
government and opposition are 
using Islam as a political tod, just 
as they .used to use Arab social- 
ism.” 

According to Mr. Azzam, Mus- 
lim fundamentalism is the pro- 
duct of social and economic con- 
ditions. If conditions were im- 
proved, fundamentalism would 
cease to be a problem. “If you 
gave young people an opportun- 
ity to wore, you would remove 
their frustrations, and they would 
stop agitating," he said. “What 
we do see m these Muslim coun- 
tries is an intellectual response to 
fundamentalism, which is sad:” 

Unburdened by pressing poli- 
tical, economic and social con- 
cerns, the Islamic debate in 
Europe has its starting point not 
in social and economic degrada- 
tion but with the search of well- 
educated European Muslims fora 
spiritual path. With the majority 
of the community of Asian, or-. 
African. descent, they find then-j 
selves caught' between East and -> 
West, conversant with the cus- 
toms and styles of both but look- 
ing for something universal that 
transcends . regional and racial 
barriers. “Intellectually, they are 
looking for answers,” Mr. Azzam 
said. “These people have chosen 
Islam because of its mystical 
dimensions and because they 
found that the Christian church, 
fragmented by the rearguard ac- 
tion it is fighting against secular- 
ism, no longer answers their 
needs. Through Islam, Muslims 
have articulated answers to speci- 
fic questions, like how one can 
practice bis faith in a secular. ' 
world.” 

This rationale gives the pub- 
lications of the Islamic Texts 
Society — and the books it stocks 
— a distinctly mystical flavour. In 
addition to Al Ghazali’s “Revival 
of the Religious Sciences” (Diya* 
Ulum Al Din), the society's 
books include such classic titles as 
“The Secret of Secrets” by the 
12th century Muslim saint Abd 
Al Qadir Al Jilani; the famous 
‘Treatise on the Foundations of 
Islamic Jurisprudence” by Al 
Imam AJ Shafi'i, who founded 
one of the four schools of Islamic 
law in the 2nd century of the 
Muslim era; Al Tabari’s commen- 
tary on the Qur'an; and Imam Al 
Bayhaqf s “Seventy-Seven Bran- 
ches of the Faith.” 

The society's modern titles in- 
clude some of the most original, 
profound texts written on Islamic 
mysticism — many by European 
Muslims. Among this year's titles 
will . be the first ■ fall English 
biography of the Andalusian mys- 
tic, Al Shaikh Al Akbar Mohied- 
din Ibn Arabi. A new work on 
the extraordinary Moroccan saint 
and hermit Moulay Abdessalaam 


Abu Madyan is also planned. A ye; 
new series of monographs on^‘-> 
Muslim masters will give readers " J ‘ 
access to concise biographies of 
personalities who have shaped 
Islam, including founders of the 
religion, statesmen, thinkers, ,* ' 
travelers and reformers. 

Another of this year's pubbea- - .•>* 
tions underline the society’s abil- .«* . 
ity to plug its spiritual agenda into 
more superficial market trends. - ' .. 
When Mr. Azzam's grandfather 'f.- 
was secretary general of die Arab ” „. 
League in the 1940s, he wrote a 
book on Islam called “The Eter- . > 
nal Message.” Later, when he 
was at the United Nations, hc ' -* r 
met Malcolm X, the Black Amer-\,"-* 
ican Muslim radical. The two 
apparently became friends, and, 
after reading “The Eternal Mes- ^ . 
sage,” Malcolm X began to turn 
away from the radical, anti-white , 
movement — the Nation of Islam - •- - 
— of which he had become a - 
chief spokesman; he later moved ■- 
towards a more spiritual inter- ' r - ( 
pre ration of Islam. 

“This was the book that really ”■ 
changed Malcolm X*s life," said 
Mr. Azzam. who has republished , 2, 
his grandfather’s book to coincide 
•with the releaserofaSptkenLbehrafc 
' controversial film biography s of ^ 
Malcolm X. Already; ■ TheTSflhffir' 1 
Texts- Society- has- sold several" “ 
copies of the book in prepublica-^ 
tion orders. 

The society, which was fended 
as an educational, charitable, ,,, , 
organisation, depended on dona- -x 
tions from wealthy Muslims who " 
support its agenda worldwide. 

Two years ago. the society be- ^ 
came a commercial concern, and, 
judging from its present perform- 
ance, Mr. Azzam . predicts that 
within two or three years it will be ,.x 
breaking even. If correct, it will 
be a stunning achievement in a 
climate of economic recession 
that has bit the publishing world 
particularly badly. 

Being based in the West, the 
society is aware that what attracts 
the westerner to Islam and what 
attracts the bom Muslim hying in 
the West looking for a spiritual • *■ 
path is the mystical duntaisibn. ' > " 
“The social dimension is simply £ 
missing here in the West,” Mr. J 
Azzam said, “so the vast majority * « 
of the books requested are those $ * 
that speak of Islam as a spiritual £ 
path.” Yet, Mr. Azzam added, £ 
with the spirituality of Islam tak- s 
ing root in the West, the social \ 
dimension may become more im- f 
portant as European Muslims » 5 
permeate the society in which £ 
they live. “You’re getting a lot of 1 
intellectual, middle-class jobs fil- -?V 
led with ambitious, articulate 
Muslims, and this a very en- 
couraging sign. In 30 or 40 years' *£> 
time, you will have a . tot of 
Muslims at different and impor- 7", 
tant levels of society who will, ** * 
through the democratic process, v • 
be able to influence and model 
society, just as the Jews have ' '* 
done for centuries” — World 
News Link. 


Ukraine likely to ratify START-I, problems remain 


By John Morrison 

Renter 

K1 EV — After months of delay. 
Ukraine now looks ready to ratify 
the START-I treaty, but uncer- 
tainty over the nuclear weapons 
left bn its territory hv the break up 
of the Soviet Union is likely to 
remain. 

President Leonid Kravchuk has 
told Reuters that he expected 
parliament inhcgin discussing the 
treatv on Afffjl 2h#f 
"li will he ratified. I havt no 
doubt sit all." Mr. Kravchuk pre- 
dicted. 

Officials told Reuters that 
closed committee hearings were 
basically complete and parlia- 
ment's presidium would decide 
by Monday whether to put the 

treaty on next week s agenda. 

It is not vet clear if parliament 

will simultaneously ratify the so- 


called Lisbon Protocol signed a 
year ago which commits Ukraine 
io giving up all its nuclear arms 
and joining the Nuclear non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

Ukraine's ratification of both 
documents would pul in place a 
missing- piece of a- complex-inter- 
national arms control Jigsaw. 

Western diplomats in Kiev pre- 
dict ratification on START-1, but 
they caution that big prohiems 
remain to he solved before all the 
iiueleiir weapons in Ukraine are 
finaliv dismantled sometime in 
ihe IWOs. 

At stake are 130 SS-19 and 4b 
SS-24 multiple-warhead strategic 
missiles, and a number of air- 
launched nuclear cruise missiles 
carried on TU-95 Bear and PU- 
1WI Blackjack heavy bombers. 
Tactical nuclear arms were with- 
' drawn to Russia in 1992. 


According to the Moscow 
newspaper Izvestia there are 
around 1.200 strategic missile 
warheads and more than NK) air- 
launched cruise missile warheads 
in Ukraine. 

Russia has accused Ukraine of 
imng-to -become -u^ -nuclear power 
through the back door by claim- 
ing ownership of the weapons. 

Mr. Kravchuk vigorously de- 
nied this in his interview, describ- 
ing the Russian charges as “de- 
liberate falsification." 

lie said Ukraine was claiming 
ownership not of the warheads 
themselves, but only of “compo- 
nents" — the valuable fissile 
material which Kiev hopes to 
recover when they are disman- 
tled. 

He scoffed at the idea of 
Ukraine hanging on to the mis- 
siles as an independent nuclear 


power — an idea which some 
nationalist politicians have advo- 
cated to bolster their country's 
security against Russia. 

"Every sensible person knows 
that all the electronic circuits, 
everything which ..controls . the 
warheads are in Moscow and 
Ukraine can not change that, 
even if it wanted to. 

“For Ukraine to have its own 
nuelear forces it would have to 
lake the warheads off and replace 
them with its own. produced in 
Ukraine. We have neither the 
nuelear industry nor the intention 
to do this," Mr. Kravchuk said. 

Mr. Kravchuk said Ukraine 
would continue to refuse de- 
mands from Moscow that The 
weapons, now under the com- 
mand of' the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, should he 
placed under Russian command. 


“A change of status would 
mean a host of political and legal 
problems. If the nudear forces in 
Ukraine become Russian, then 
the forces Servicing them would 
be Russian. So the problem arises 
of-the-status'of rrcwps'of another 
state on Ukrainian territory." 
Mr. Kravchuk explained. 

Ukraine’s complaint is that the 
West, particularly the United 
Slates, is looking at the nudear 
issue through Russian eyes and 
ignoring Kiev’s security interests. 

Mr. Kravchuk made clear he 
was bitter at strong diplomatic 
pressure -from Washington to 
speed up ratification of START- 

*’ “ nno1 entcr int °. force 
until Ukraine approves it 

He also said that implementa- 
tion of the treaty would depend ■ 
on Ukraine gening satisfaction on 
its demands for better security 


guarantees and financial com- 
pensation for voluntarily re-- 
nouncing the world's third biggest ’ 
nuclear arsenal. . . . 

"We will not take a. single step 
backwards, -no matter whom it 
pleases or displeases. We are 
defending Ukrainian interests,” 
he declared. 

The U.S- has promised 
Ukraine $175 million to help dfc- 
mantle the weapons while 
Ukraine has mentioned sums run- 
ning into billions of dollars. 
Ukraine is also unhappy with the 
level of security guarantees that 
the U.S. and other nuclear pow- 
ers are prepared to offer. - 

Washington and Moscow wanr 
to push ahead with ratification of 
far deeper cut in quqlear arms 
agreed under the START-2 trea- 
ty. and are showing inenfasinz 
impatience with Ukraine. - ' 
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Jordan committed to peace process 

(Continued from page 1) 


tiago last week. 

In reply to another question, 
file King said he was hoping that 
everyone would benefit from the 
lessons of tb~ past and that dia- 
logue will dominate dealings 
among nations. 

“I believe that there is a great 
need for the world community 
and the United Nations to adopt 
a sound and fair criteria applying 
fe same principles and standard 
m all cases," he said. 

‘The world is facing a danger- 
ous situation due to the existence 
of mass destruction weapons in 
the Middle East," the King said. 
"For example we have the case of 
a state in this region which has 


y et ratified the nuclear Non- 
rroliferation Treaty and has mas- 
sed a great deal . of nuclear 
weapons as we all know. 

“We also continue to witness 
double standard dealings regard- 
rog different problems, a sftua- 
hon which we all hope to end in 
the future. ” 

He expressed the view that as 
long as issues remain unresolved, 
the world would witness further 
proliferation of mass destruction 
weapons. 

On the prospect of visiting 
Chile with Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, the King said he always 
had the desire to make the visit to 
that Latin American country. He 
expressed hope to make the visit 
during 1993. . 


Group: Egyptian police torture children 

(Continued from page 1) 


centre for the detention and 
torutre of children — and of 
adults — was a security police 
camp at Kilometre 25 on the main 
.^desert highway from Cairo to 
Alexandria. 

It said two boys aged 15 and 16, 
Mohammad and Ashraf AI 
Zayyat, had been tortured there 
for more than three weeks. 

‘They were subjected to severe 
torture which went on for 23 days 
which included beatings with 
coiled wire and hanging in diffe- 
rent positions and electric shocks 
to the genitals," the report said. 

"They were forced to stand 
naked in the court of the prison 
during the late hours of the night, 
sometimes, for np to three hours, 
where they were drenched with 
iced water," it added. 

The report said it had evidence 
that a 23-year-old man, Ahmad 


Hamido Al Sawi, had been tor- 
tured to death in the camp after 
being arrested on Dec. 9. 

It said Sawi’s family had been 
told on Dec. 19 that he had died. 
His brother was taken to identify 
the corpse in the morgue of a 
police hospital and asked to sign a 
statement that he bad committed 
suicide. 

The report said women had 
been detained at Imbaba police 
station and tortured “including 
beatings with rods and the hand- 
ling of genitals and forcing them 
out of their clothes" to obtain 
information about tbeir menfolk. 

EOHR charged the militan t 
with “crimes that cannot be justi- 
fied under any law" including 
burning six police cars and a 
number of video clubs and 
attempting to kill police, causing 
the death by burns of one police- 
man and the serious injury of six 
others. 


Israeli troops kill 10-year-old 


(Continued from page 1) 

Strip to create jobs for Palesti- 
nians. 

The prime minister, who re- 
turned three days ahead of sche- 
dule, reiterated his stance that 
security for Israelis could best be 
achieved through a peace agree- 
ment. 

“There was a wave, a tough 
wave of tenor," Mr. Rabin said. 
“But you have to remember that 
the basic coalition to the problem 
is in the continuation of the peace 
talks.” 

He added that he believed the 
Arab-Israeh talks would resume 
as scheduled April. 20. 

Mr. Rabin said security proce- 
dures would be more strictly en- 
forced to prevent attacks and. 
urged citizens to be more alert for 
“suspicious” Arabs. 

“I would greatly welcome a 
decrease in foe employment of 
Palestinians in Israel,” Mr. Rabin 
said. “As long as their number is 
reduced, the level of danger will 
be reduced.” 

Tt turns out that foe coerist- 
*&nce under the existing circumst- 
ances creates difficulties,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 


Since Israel occupied the West 
Bank and Gaza in the 1967 war, 
tens of thousands of Palestinians 
have become dependent on the 
Jewish state for work since foe 
occupied territories, Gaza in par- 
ticular, have little industry. 

Mr. Rabin added that in his 
meeting with U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Gfaali in New 
York Thursday, he raised the 
idea of raising funds for the occu- 
pied territories. 

“The international community 
should be more ready to invest in 
the territories and create jobs 
there, thereby reducing foe num- 
ber of (Palestinians) who are 
coming over (to Israel)," he told 
reporters. 

Referring to his meetings with 
: President Bill Clinton and other 
American leaders, Mi*. rabin said 
Israel’s relations with the United 
States were cemented by his visit. 

A few hundred members of 
Mr. Rabin's Labour party lined 
foe road to the airport and sang 
peace songs to greet the prime 
minister, Israel Radio said. The 
gesture contrasted with anti- 
Rabin rallies during his U.S. visit 
by right-wingers demanding a 
crackdown on the Palestinians. 


684 evacuated from Srebrenica 


North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) territory. 

“A situation may come about, 
which Genr my would regret 
politically, in which our crew 
would have to withdraw from foe 
AWAGS planes,” he said, refer- 
ring to surveillance aircraft that 
woudl guide NATO warplanes 
patrolling Bosnian skies. 

“For foe 10 years this govern- 
ment coalition has existed, it has 
based its action on the principle 
of no out-of-area missions for foe 
armed forces,” the spokesman 
told Reuters. 


(Continued from page 1) 

U.N. Security Council mem- 
bers have said they expect a 
resolution on Monday to give 
NATO allies authority to shoot 
down planes violating the “no- 
fly” zone, created five months 
ago to prevent aerial bombings by 
the warring sides in Bosnia. 


The council adjourned Friday 
without deciding bow to enforce 
the “no fly" zone against repe- 
ated Serb violations. A diplomat, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said the council could be 
ready to vote as early as Monday. 
/ 
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SEARCH FOR GUNS: An American Marine goes through a 
home In Mogadishu looking for guns. In the room next to this 
kitchen an AK-47 assault rifle was found (AFP photo) 


Aideed restates talks demands 


(Continued from page 1) 

conference boycott by Gen. 
Aideed. 

Gen. Aideed and his allies 
have not left foe conference and 
have been holding talks with 
other Somali factions and senior 
U.N. officials. 

Somali experts said Gen. 
Aideed did not want to derail the 
conference, but was intent on 


showing his political muscle at 
every stage. 

On Friday, Gen. Aideed 
appeared to have taken a more 
uoudiiatory line in a meeting with 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali's new special representa- 
tive for Somalia. 

Gen. Aideed told Admiral 
Jonathan Howe, a former U.S. 
national security adviser, that foe 
SNA would give all cooperation 
traded to solve Somalia's crisis. 


Yeltsin calls for referendum 

(Continued from page 1) 


dearly define foe separation of 
powers between foe executive 
and the legislative branches. 
Those functions were not well 
defined in the Soviet era constitu- 
tion, which was based on Com- 
munist Party rule. 

-^‘Atjhe same tune a sJly vote. 


of confidence in foe president is 
taken, there will be a vote on the 
draft of a new constitution and a 
law on foe election of a federal 
parliament,” he said in the 
speech. 

Leaders of foe Supreme Soviet, 
foe smaller standing legislature, 
scheduled a news conference 
Saturday night to discuss Mr. 
speech;..,.; 


first-class hospitaUtyls 
yours once again 
The Truly Indian Restaurant 


For Reservations 

G59519 

3rd Circle 
Near Philadelphia 
Hotel 


Mississippi yard launches 
ship for Israeli navy 


PASCAGOULA (AF) — The 
first of a new class of Corvettes 
being built for foe Israeli navy 
was launched Friday at Ingalls 
shipbuilding, 

la many ways, tints great ship 
Eilat is symbolic of Israel.” Ita- 
mar Rabinovich, Israel’s ambas- 
sador to the United States, told 
about 300 people who attended 
the ceremony. “She is small, fast, 
powerful and sophisticated... 
with lots of firepower.” 

The ship is the first of three 
Sa'ar 5 Corvettes being built for 
Israel by foe shipyard. The con- 
struction marks the first time 
Ingalls has built a ship for a 
foreign government. 

Emit Rabinovich,, the ambas- 
sador’s wife, broke foe traditional 
bottle of champagne on foe dow 
of foe sleek Corvette. 

Mr. Rabinovich said the 
warship is expected to play a key 
■role in maintaining Israel’s access 
to sea lanes. 

“Eilat cements the relationship 
between Israel and the United 
States,” Mr. Rabinovich said. 
“Our partnership is based on. 
shared ideas, shared emotions 
and shared interests. The deci- 
sion to build Sa’ar 5 class Corvet- 
tes elevated foe strategic dialogue 
and partnership between our two 
countries. The construction of 
this ship is another manifestation 


of that relationship." 

Mr. Rabinovich apologised for 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who bad been scheduled 
to speak at the ceremony. Mr. 
Rabin cut short a visit to the 
United States to return home 
because of increased unrest. 

Mr. Rabinovich said Mr. 
Rabin’s visit bad accomplished its 
mission of cementing relations 
with the United States. 

Several high ranking Israeli de- 
fence officials were on hand for 
foe ceremony, including Admiral 
Ami Ayalon, commander in chief 
Of foe Israeli navy. 

Adm. Ayalon said the name 
“Eilat" has a proud history in the 
Israeli navy. 

The first of four ships to carry 
the name was a converted U.S. 
coast guard vessel first used to 
bring Jews to Israel after World 
War II. Adm. Ayalon said the 
ship was later used as a training 
vessel. 

Jerry St. Pe’, Ingalls president, 
said the ceremony marked a uni- 
que occasion “in that it's the first time 
in five decades of shipbuilding 
that we have launched a ship for 
anyone except foe U.S. Navy.” 

“We were privileged to build 
this vessel. We are committed to 
meet or exceed a'.l expectations,” 
he said. 


Afghan groups delay talks 


JALALABAD, Afghanistan (R). 
— Afghanistan's fractious guer- 
rilla parties Saturday postponed 
talks on forming a cabinet and 
agreed that their leaders would 
meet in Kabul on March 29 to 
hammer out a final agreement. 

“Because of several problems 
we did not succeed in forming a 
cabinet by foe deadline tomor- 
row,’* said Noorullah Emad, rep- 
resenting President Burhamiddin 
Rabbani at the talks that began 
Friday in this eastern city. 

Under a March 7 peace pact 
aimed at halting months of fac- 
tional fighting in Kabul, Prime 
Minister-designate Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar was to name his 
cabinet by Monday in consulta- 
tion with his arch-rival Rabbani. 

Leaders of all the main parties 
would meet on March 29 in Kabul 
to try to narrow their differences 
over foe composition of the 


cabinet, Mr. Emad said. 

Most leaders of the nine parties 
that signed the Pakistani -brokered 
pact stayed away from foe talks in 
the governor’s house in Jalala- 
bad. 100 kilometres east of 
Kabul, but sent representatives 
instead. 

A spokesman for the radical 
Hekmatyar said he bad agreed to 
go to Kabul for the talks after foe 
traditional holiday that follows 
foe end of Ramadan. 

Mr. Hekmatyar has not en- 
tered Kabul since the Mujahe- 
deen took power from the former 
communist government last 
April, entrenching his forces to 
foe southeast of foe capital from 
where he has bombarded the city 
with rockets for months. 

Mr. Emad said foe parties had 
not discussed foe delicate issue of 
who should take up foe post of 
defence minister. 
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U.S. documents 4 war 
crimes’ against Iraq 


WASHINGTON (R) — Two 
years after the end of the Gulf 
war. the United States released a 
report Friday documenting war 
crimes committed by Iraq against 
foe citizens and residents of 
Kuwait. 

Among other things, the 116- 
page report cited eyewitnesses 
who told of “Iraqis torturing a 
woman by making her eat her 
own flesh as it was cut from her 
body.” 

The U.S. army collected “evi- 
dence of Iraqi war crimes that 
confirms the massive scope of the 
offences committed against foe 
citizens and residents of Kuwait," 
the report stated. 

Evidence included written and 
videotaped accounts from rape 
and torture victims, photographs 
of murdered Kuwaitis and 
videotapes of torture implements 
and burial sites. 

“Today the United States con- 
veyed to the United Nations a 
U.S, government report on sub- 
stantiated Iraqi war crimes,” in 
accord with U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions, U.S. State De- 
partment spokesman Joe Snyder 
told reporters. 

“The report documents the 
outrageous behaviour of Iraqi un- 
its and individuals during the 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait be- 
tween August 1990 and February 
1991," he said. 

“The transmission of this re- 
port reflects the firm resolve of 
the United States government to 
ensure that Iraq fully complies 
with all relevant United Nations 
Security Council resolutions,” he 
added. 

Mr. Snyder did not say. howev- 
er, why it was that the United 
States has in the past eight 
months issued six reports on 
alleged war crimes in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, while it took two 
years to publish the Iraqi report. 

Hie New York limes reported 
last July that foe Iraq war crimes 
report was stuck in bureaucracy 
for months, reflecting the then- 
Bush administration's reluctance 


to pursue the issue. 

The report said the army and 
its investigators found at least two 
dozen torture sites in Kuwait City 
where body parts had been ampu- 
tated, electric drills used to pene- 
trate victims’ legs, chests and 
arms and electric shocks applied 
to sensitive areas like genitalia. 

Some victims were killed in 
add baths, the report added. 

Mr. Snyder was unable to say 
what would become of the report. 
Establishment of a war crimes 
tribunal by the United Nations 
remains “under consideration,” 
be said, bin added he did not know 
whether it was actively being 
considered. 

U.N. plans 

U.N. chemical specialists said 
Saturday they may have found a 
way to destroy weapons filled 
with deadly mustard gas as part of 
a programme to rid Iraq of its 
chemical arsenal. 

Ron Manley, a U.N. chemical 
weapons expert, said he would 
suggest to the U.N. a technique 
using a small explosive device to 
penetrate artillery shells to drain 
out the mustard gas. 

“We still have a large number 
of artillery rounds containing 
mustard which have to be 
opened, emptied and destroyed 
by incineration,” Mr. Manley 
said. 

“There are approximately 
13,000 of them, which we have 
just developed foe technique to 
open," he added. 

Mr. Manley was speaking to 
reporters after arriving in 
Bahrain with other U .N. chemic- 
al specialists from a week in Iraq. 

Mr. Manely said he did not 
know how long it would take to 
destroy 12,000 to 13,000 artillery 
rounds filled with mustard gas, 
but if approval was given to the 
new technique he hoped it could 
be finished before the summer 
heat. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOB-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 
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The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is! Circle, JahalAmtnan. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m . 

6:30-Midnigbt 

T*t.t3$96* 




AUTHENTK 
CHINESEi 
CUISIN E 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 

shcmeanj_iel : w>0250 
I now open daily ) 
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US ERIE KB Riff SEHIEES 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN IORDAN.- 

* KaJs Dryctean. 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
■fr Keys Service 

* Upholstry, curtains & carpets 

cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone a21S56, Fax 
828163 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Biftwquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
101:818214 

Come and taste our 
/ specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

■ • • 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour SeTvicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* jumbo photo 

stme 30% torpor 

* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmcisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT & SALE 

■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0S09 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room.! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAKOTEL 

, U2«|l|ls 


Amman ■ Tel. 668193 
PO.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Catgo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

aramex: 


Am CARGO 


Q-r 



w)QPs!Pn£ 

MANDARIN RBlTAUBMI 




Spedal Gten Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Opai U30-J--3Q A &00-U-J0 cMyj 

Trin away b avafUUa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 
[Tat SS1S22, Amman! 

Once lasted 

Always Loved 



£ % ¥ Off 

CHINA 

House Restaurant 

☆ Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramkian. 

■h Special' Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

☆ Excellent 1FTAR dinner daily 
with special price. 

Open daily 5:0Q-midnight 

Jabal Al Hussein, Ministry 

of Trade & Industry Road. 
Tel. 667755 


. r> 

We are open * 
during Ramadan. 


Valentino 

■RESTAURANT 
JAB A! AMMAN FIRST ONCIX 
OPPOSITE THE IRAQI EMBASSY TEL. «K20S 



9 Italian Restaurant 

Live Music 

open for 

lunch & dinner 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Cirde - Jordan Super- 
market Building , 2nd Floor 
Tel : 824677 
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World Youth Soccer Championship 


Last-minute goal 
gives Brazil victory 


SYDNEY (R) — A searing left- 
foot shot in the last minute by 
striker Gian gave dassy Brazil a 
2-1 victory over African cham- 
pions Ghana in the final of the. 
World Youth soccer Cham- 
pionship Saturday. 

Gian's stunning goal was a fit- 
ting finale to a game of high 
quality in which the Brazilian 
1 favourites battled back from a 
half-time defidt to win a record 
third victory in this under-20 
; tournament. 

Ghana, appearing in the 16- 
nation competition for the first 
time, had gone ahead in the 12th 
; minute through a spectacular 
header from their youngest play- 
! er. Em manual Duah. 

; ' The Torino 16-year-old rose 
[ ’above the Brazilian defence to 
■ hammer the ball past the diving 
i . Dida from a cross on the left by 
* ' Augustine Ahinful. It was only 
' the sixth goal against this Brazi- 
’-_- Iian team in 23 internationals. 

The Ghanians, playing with 
six members of the side that won 
the under-17 cup two years ago 
and with multi-million dollar mid- 
fielder Nii Lamptey dominating, 
"/deserved to be ahead at the 
...break. 

// But they faced a different Bra- 
zil after the interval and the 


pre-tournament favourites got 
the early goal they desperately 
needed within four minutes. 

Gifted midfielder Adriano, 
strangely subdued in the first 
half, threaded a superb ball 
through the Gbanian defence 
for yan to latch on to and push 
past goalkeeper Ben Owu. 

The equaliser triggered a wave 

of Brazilian attacks and climaxed 
with Gian's matchwinner promp- 
ting ecstatic scenes from his team- 
mates and wild embracing on the 
Brazilian bench led by coach 
Julio Leal. 


England beat Australia 
for third place 

A brilliant individual goal four 
minutes from time by striker Ju- 
lian Joachim gave England a 2-1 
win over Australia and third 
place in the World Youth Soccer 
Championship Saturday. 

The young Leicester City play- 
er Waltzed past three defenders 
before rounding goalkeeper Vin- 
cent Matassa and calmly slotting 
the ball in the net to seal the 
game against the under-20 cup 
hosts. 

A minute before the end Shef- 
field Wednesday striker Chris 


Bart-Williams should have made 
it 13-1 but Matassa pulled off the 
save of the match at dose range. 

The second half came alive 
when Australia equalised after a 
scrappy first half in driving rain in 
which the young English profes- 
sionals dominated and went 
ahead just before the interval 
through big defender' David Un- 
sworth. 

Bart-Williams. who always 
looked dangerous going forward, 
crossed from the right and found 
Unsworth at the far post who 
climbed above two defenders to 
head home. 

Cheered on by a near capacity 
40,000-strong crowd, Australia 
looked a different team in the 
second half and within seven mi- 
nutes had levelled through striker 
Ante Mllicic. 

England goalkeeper David 
Watson was beaten when what 
looked like a harmless volley 
from Milidc hit from just inside 
the penalty area took a deflection 
from defender Andy Myers and 
the ball dribbled into the goal. 

But Australia’s furious second- 
half comeback was nullified by 
the brilliance of Joachim's goal 
which gave England third place 
and its best-ever result in the 
biennia] tournament. 


-Sydney 
accused of 
; . trying to buy 

^Olympics 

■ - ATLANTA (R) — The be- 
leaguered Berlin Olympic bid 
; - committee Friday accused front- 
■ runners Sydney of trying to buy 
■. the 2000 games. 

Sydney is believed to have a 

• slight edge over Beijing in the 
race to obtain the games. 

The other four candidates — 
Berlin. Brasilia, Istanbul and 
Manchester — are given little 
chance of winning when the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee 
. (IOC) makes its schoice in Monte 
- Carlo September 23. 

’■ ."’' Many athletes would have to 
; V travel long distances to a Sydney 
Games, but the city has sought to 
offset this handicap by offering 
- to pay their air fates. 

During a series of Olympic 

• meetings in Atlanta this week, 

• Sydney tabled an extra offer to 
pay for the shipment of Olympic 

• horses, boats and other technical 
•' equipment to Australia. 

This drew criticism from Ber- 
lin, whose won bid has been beset 
by disasters since it was launched 
two years ago. 

“That kind of assistance can 
only be given in co-operation 
with the IOC, otherwise it's 
buying the games." Dieter Krick- 
ow, sports director of the Berlin 
bid. told reporters. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dallas posts first road win of season 

PHILADELPHIA (R) — The lowly Dallas Mavericks aided their 
desperate attempt to keep from becoming the worst team in 
National Basketball Association history by winning their first 
road game of the season on Friday. The Mavericks, who snapped 
a 19-game losing streak on Wednesday, posted consecutive wins 
for the first time this season with an 89-87 triumph over the 
Philadelphia 76ers. At the opposite end of the spectrum, the 
Phoenix Suns — the NBA's best team this year — crushed the 
Detroit Pistons 127-97 to raise their record to 48-14 with their 28th 
victory at home. 

Kasparov, Short set to stage championship 

LONDON (R) — Bids to host a new World Chess Championship 
closed Friday amid signs that a rift between top players Garry 
Kasparov and Nigel Short and the International chess Federation 
(FIDE) appeared beyond repair. “Kasparov and Short are 
committed to announcing new bids for their version of the title at 
a press conference in London Monday." a source dose to the 
negotiations said. “The division between the players and FIDE 
seems set to result in rival titles as in boxing," the sources added. 
Short, 27, the first Briton to challenge for the world title, and the 
Azeri-bom world champion Kasparov, 29, split with FIDE in 
February saying the chess body had failed to consider their wishes 
when it awarded the match to Short's home city of Manchester. 

‘Reynolds offered sponsorship if he drops $27 case 1 

ATLANTA (AP) — Butch Reynolds has been offered spon- 
sorship deals by two companies as an incentive to drop his claim 
of $27.3 million against track and field’s world governing body, a 
source close to the case said Friday. The source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said one of die offers came from a major 
sports shoe company. The other company wasn't disclosed, but 
both are believed to be sponsors of the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation. The IAAF filed a motion Wednesday in 
U.S. District Court in Columbus. Ohio, challenging the ruling 
that Reynolds was entitled to $27.3 million in compensation for 
his disputed doping suspension. 


IOC and 
federations 
on course 
for doping 

agreement 


ATLANTA (R) — Olympic 
chiefs and international sports 
leaders agreed Friday to march to 
the same tune on standardising 
doping bans. 

The executive board of the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee (IOC) will meet the Associa- 
tion of Summer Olympic Sports 
Federations (ASOIF) council in 
Lausanne June 21 to nail down 
the agreement. 

Neither IOC president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch nor ASOIF 
boss Primo Nebiolo would hint at 
the length of the proposed 
standed doping ban. 

But ASOIF sources said sus- 
pensions would probably be set at 
three months for a minor in- 
fringement. two years for a first 
serious offence and life for a 
second major infringement. 

Existing suspensions for se- 
rious cases in the 26 sports on the 
Summer Olympic programme 
range from three months in cycl- 
ing to four years in athletics. 

Nebiolo told a news conference 
there was still no guarantee that 
all the federations would im- 
mediately foil into line after the 
June meeting. 

Similar calls by both the IOC 
and ASOIF have fallen on deaf 
ears among some federations in 
the past. 

Nebiolo said the ASOIF would 
determine the attitude of the 
federations ahead of the June 
meeting, but added: 

“This does not mean we are 
sure that what we decide in June 
will be followed by all our federa- 
tions. 

“Those who agree will sign a (a 
standardisation agreement). 
Those who don’t sign, we will try 
to persuade to follow us. 

“I have confidence in the good- 
will of all the federations, but we 
are not absolutely certain that we 
will succeed in persuading them 
all to standardise." 

Nevertheless, the accord be- 
tween the IOC and ASOIF 
appeared to be a positive re- 
sponse to a call earlier this week 
by the IOC Athletes' Commis- 
sion for standardisation of all 
doping procedures. 

Nebiolo said Thursday he did 
not plan to put the ASOIF initia- 
tive on the agenda for Friday's 
meeting with the IOC executive 
board. 

But ASOIF sources said he had 
been concerned not to appear to 
be trying to impose on the sup- 
remacy of the IOC as the Olym- 
pic governing body. 

Samaranch said the June meet- 
ing would also deal with the 
IOC’s growing enthusiasm for 
randon dope testing. 

The IOC has indicated it is 
willing to provide funds to enable 
poorer federations to beef up 
their testing programmes. 

Samaranch said the June meet- 
ing would also deal with the 
vexed issue of “interference" by 
the civil courts in sports matters. 


Peanuts 


HERE'S THE LONELY 
5MEFHERF STAN PI No 
OUT UNPER THE STARS.. 


All his sheep 

HAVE 60NE ASTRAY... 
IT'S SO SAP.. 




Andy Capp 



SHE CAM NEVER RESIST 
. Gh/INCS HIM A l-TITLE OUT 
>- OF *4ER BINGO WINS -d 
TO SHCW ME WHATHE?b | 
pO IF ME HAP THE LOT 






Graf, 

Sanchez 
Vicario 
in final 

KEY BISCAYNE (R) — Fre- 
quent rain delays on Friday could” 
not keep top seed Steffi Graf and 
second seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario from setting up a show- 
down in Saturday's final at the $3 
million Lipton Championships. 

Undeterred by die numerous 
frustrating interruptions, Graf 
demolished third-seeded Argen- 
tine Gabriela Sabatini 6-0 6-2. * 

“I made very few auSakes- My 
forehand is the best it’k been in a 
long time,’’ Graf said. 

Next on the receiving end of 
Grafs punishing forehand will be 
Sanchez, the women’s defending 
champion. The speedy Spaniard 
made short work of 16th seed 
Kimiko Date of Japan with a 6-2 
6-1 victory to earn a rematch with 
Graf after losing a final to the 
German two weeks ago. 

The men’s oraw lost yet 
another marquee name when 
fifth-seeded Czech Petr Korda 
upset third seed Stefan Ed berg in 
a quarter-final by taking a pair of 
tic- break in another match dis- 
rupted several times by rain. 

But second seed Pete Sampras 
avoided joining the likes of Jim 
Courier, Andre Agassi and 
Edberg on the sidelines by 
pounding out a 6-3 7-6 (9-7) 
victory over 10th -seeded Dutch- 
man Richard Krajicek after a 
lengthy rain delay. 

“It was a tough day for every- 
body, clearing for 20 minutes, 
raining for five minutes. It’s the 
most bizarre day I’ve ever been 
associated with," Sampras said. 

The former U.S. Open cham- 
pion trailed 4-5 in the tie-break 
when the rain started once again. 
When play resumed, Sampras 
saved a set point and took the 
match with help from a pair of 
double faults by Krajicek. 

Sampras will play Korda in one 
semifinal, while the other semi- 
final pits talented young South 
African Marcos Ondiuska against 
14th seed Malivai Washington. 

The 48th-ranked Ondruska, 
who earlier in the tournament 
upset defending champion 
Michael Chang and Michael 
Stioh, beat Australian Mark 
Woodforde 64 6-2. 

Woodforde reached the quar- 



Pete Sampras 

ters Thursday by upsetting 
Courier, who was forced to play 
two matches in one day because 
days of rain had played havoc 
with the tournament schedule. 

Washington advanced to the 
final four by beating fellow 
American Patrick McEnroe 6-1 
7-6 late Friday night. ’ 

The miserable weather in 
usually sunny South Florida and 
rain-related court problems have 
left frustrated tournament offi- 
cials contemplating moving the 
event indoors. 

‘Talk about indescribable, talk 
about a nightmare," said tourna- 
ment chairman Butch Buchboiz. 

“If you wrote the worst possi- 
ble script this would be it. but no 
one would believe it. We're look- 
ing at every conceivable option 
including playing Monday and 
going indoors to the Miami are- 
na," he said. 

Grafs convincing one hour and 
eight minute win took nearly six 
hours to complete, while Korda's 
two hour, 17 minute decision 
took more than seven and a half 
hours. 

“It’s tough to play on a day like 
this,” said Edberg. “Anybody 
could have won today because it's 
so tough coming on and off." 


Mansell in 
pole spot for 
Indy GP debut 

SURFERS PARADISE, Austra- 
lia (R) — Britain’s motor racing 
champion Nigel Mansell starts his 
first Indycar Grand Prix Sunday 
in his favourite spot — at the 
front of the grid. 

Mansell set a new track record 
in Friday's qualifying session on 
the street circuit of the Surfers 
Paradise: tourist resort, becoming 
the sixth driver in Indycar history 
to debut in pole position. 

“I am really happy to be on 
pole position," Mansell said after 
the second qualifying round 
Saturday. He retained his record 
breaking time of one minute 
38.555 seconds although nearest 
rival Emerson Fittipaldi nar- 
rowed the gap in the final session. 

But Mansell, who dominated 
the 1992 Formula One season 
with 14 poles and nine wins, was 
cautious about how he will per- 
form Sunday. 

“Obviously it will depend on 
reliability and how hard every- 
body behind pushes. You can rest 
assured that all 26 drivers will 



Nigel Mansell poses with British 
fans at the Australian Indycar 
Grand Prix (AFP photo) 

want to •win." 

Known as “our Nige" to his 
fans in Britain and H Leone to 
Italian motor-racing devotees, 
Mansell's aggressive driving is de- 
lighting crowds here at Surfers 
Paradise, host of the only Indycar 
race outside the United States 
and Canada. 

“Nuke 'em Nigel" trumpets 
one banner, while Union Jacks 
are dotted about the stands along 
the 2.795 mile (4.5 km) circuit. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 
Titwne Uada SwvOTh he. 


A KNAVISH TRICK 


East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
*K J975 
9 A 10 8 
0 10 7 4 

* A J 

WEST EAST 

• 8 * 6 3 

9 J 972 S' Q S 4 
0 Q J 9 6 0 8 3 2 

*9863 #10 7642 

SOUTH 

* A Q 10 4 2 
9 K 6 8 
OAKS 
*KQ 

The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 6 Pa as 3 # Pass 
ft 4 Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Queen of 0 
Study all the 52 cards of this deal. 
Would you rather play or defend six 
spades? 

The bidding was straight from a 
Goran textbook and right on target 
With a balanced hand and probably 
an unnecessary queen of spades. 
South decided, to be content to 
strive for 12 tricks when North 
jump raised spades to show 13-16 
points and a good fit. The mirror 
distribution, however, made the 


slam anything but laydown. 

West led the queen of diamonds, 
and South played the hand rather 

wall After winning the king of dia- 
monds, declarer drew trumps, 
cashed the ace and king of dubs and 
ace of diamonds, then exited with a. 
diamond. ’ 

In with the jack of diamonds. 
West had either to break hearts or 
else yield a ruff and duff. Declarer 
covered the deuce of hearts with the 
eight and captured East's queen 
with the king. When a heart to the 
tea won, the slam rolled home. 

Was anything wrong with the re- 
sult? If so, what? 

We would venture to say that the 
vast majority of players would have 
defended exactly as West did. And 
they would all have been wrong! 

Suppose that, instead of exiting 
with a low heart. West had returned 
the jack. Whether declarer wins in 
dummy or the closed hand, the fi- 
nesse position does not exist, so de- 
clarer will eventually have to 
concede a heart Tha beauty of the 
play is that it costs nothing. On any 
lie of the cards where the defenders 
have a heart tridr coming, they’ll get 
it And it gains if the cards are dis- 
tributed as in the diagram 


gy ™ FOUnd3 “° n 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
wonderful day for you io- 
arrange your surroundings of an 
types so that in the days ahead you 
will have a more operative plan 
that will serve all your interest for a 
considerable length of time. 

ARIES: (March 21 w April 19) . 
Don't be sarcastic or abrupt with , 
any of your household in the morn- 
ing and later you find they respond 
to your wishes in a very saiisfactoiy 
manner. 

TAURUS: < April 20 to May 20) A 
communication can make you fu- 
rious early but think twice and then 
again before responding and you 
find it can be made advantageous 
to you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An 
unexpected expense early can 
throw you for a loss but don t act 
hastily and you will find you see 
ways to improve present financial 
position. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You really feel someone 
has played a dirty trick on you but 
rise above it and as the day passes 
1 everything will develop in your 
own favour. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don't 
be annoyed because something 
occurs to disturb your equilibrium 
early for later you find events 
transpire giving you the chance to 
gain a desired aim. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) An obstacle to gaining a goal 


should only wet your appetite » 

WJU very much early but don t «« 
that keep you from getting outm 
public and attending to cm c, cred 
conditions. . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 1 
her 21) A new plan you haw , 
counted on seems a 1 long , way 
early but it is closer than UunJ'- 

ail you have to do is go after it with 
steadfastness. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You see why your 
mate is taking a perverse stand I n 
some request tyou have made out 
let it sink in that persons mind by 
giving a few hours and alls well. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A worldly condition 
has you biting your nails but look 
deeper into the situation and you 
will find favourable factors not 
visible on the surface. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Consider well the various 
reasons why work seems tiresome 
early and you get a fresh new 
stance and approach that can bring 
pleasure from it. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You think a pleasure you have 
anticipated is gone early but 
actually it is merely dormant until 
beneficial conditions come about 
so its more enjoyable. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
GLAS6ER3&T 



‘I know you don’t care for flowers, 
Stanley, so I brought you a 
bouquet of junk food!” 


! THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
k 9 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DANSY 



■■ 




ALAFT 



m 



RATHEH 


r ) 




CHEWEN 


^ 

L 

□ 


THE EARL1E5T 
MAN-MAPE 
REVOLVERS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: [Hill] 
(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbles: SIXTY WRATH KIMONO GRATIS 

. | Answer: Advertising in Its highest form— SKYWRITING 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Southern 
constellation 
4 Mucilage 
9 TV aSfln 
12 Cod 

14 City on the 
Missouri 

15 AKA Lamb 

16 Yugoslav 
marshal 

17 Painter Claude 

18 Sediment 

19 Jacob’s twm 

20 Structural study: 
abbr. 

21 Concerning 

22 Mended 

24 Ruth's mothar- 
in-law 
26 Drift 

26 Fbrty-ninera 
32 Hot sauce 
35 Kotor whale 

37 Spoken 

38 a Kick Out 
Of You” 

39 TaRe the hefm 

40 Dove domicHa 

41 ArK burtder 

42 Tofl 

43 Muted over 

44 Make beloved 
46 Tread and riser 
48 — the land 

50 Thongs 
54 Masonic 
doorkeeper 
57 Endure 
59 Amend copy 
€0 Mideasi gitf! 

61 Certain channel 

62 Muse number 

63 Camera part 
84 Certain ship 

65 Transport 

66 GarfleU. e.g. 

67 — noires 
(bugbears) 

68 DOnny 

SOWN 

1 look steps 

2 A Gorbachev 

3 Rita site 

4 Hair sl icker 

5 Egyptian tletty 



eiMD Tneuna m«m 3mc«, Me 
von 


6 Natural threat 

7 Greek letter 

8 Devour 

9 Awav from the 
wind 

10 Legal dam 

11 Forgo food 
13 Natural threat 
15 Natural threat 
21 Rarre’s pal 
23 Notable time 
25 Short! 

27 Door re 

29 Love god 

30 Assay 

31 Luge 

32 — die 

33 Utarary conflict 

34 Penes filter 
36 Gael 

39 AgBe 
43 With, In 
Wiesbaden 
45 Bern's river 
47 FaB bloomers 
49 Stan's partner 
SITa-ta 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnan nnnn ran 
nnnre nnnn no 
Qrannnnrana no 

OBCIHE! Qanr 

nnnn nnnnH o 
son nnnn , of 
QnnnnnranPirano 
ntaruja nancs 
nnnn nnnon c 

ni4f7in 

nrarannnin ; nr 

SRSSS ehhdhf 

sgoran non d f 


52 One Ol a sailing 

trio v 

53 Brew 

54 Bath powder 

55 New thought 


56 Spring seaso 
58 Captain Hoot 
aide 

61 Watch 
appendage 
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Jordan banks stay cool to CD scheme 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan 


Cairo Amman 


with 

Bank 


UJ5. Dollar bi li MM—t iM Bl Maria tt 


Cnrreacy 

Mow Voxb 

Close 

19/3/93 

Sterling Pound''' 

1.4900 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6359 

Swiss Franc 

1.5085 

French Franc 

5.5690 

Japanese Yen 

116.00 

European Cnrreny’ Unit 

1.1850 


ClOSC 
IS/ 3/93 



• taro Trr sro 

“ It wy Opcmk «i M u. liMT 


1.J671 * 


19/3/1993 


Currency 

I MTH 

3 MTHS 

« MTHS 


UJS. Dollar 

wmm 

.3.12 

3. IS 

■ 3.43 

Sterling Pound 

6.06 

3.94 

5.84 

5.78 

Deutsche Mark 

8.18 

7.37 

7.29 

6.70 

Swiss Franc 

4.93 

4.81 

4.56 

4.31 

French Franc 

12.37 

11.12 

9.76 

8. 75 

Japanese Yen 

3.46 

MWfW, 

3.15 

3.12 

European Currency Unit 

9.5 0 

8.93 

8.50 

7.87 
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Currency 


Bahraini Wiur 


Lebanese tin 4 


Saudi Riysl 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riyal 


0.03825 


0.C4085 



17/3/1993 <-T«« 10/3/1993 Close 


197.59 



By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Banks in Jordan 
are not yet determined as to 
bow to respond to last Tues- 
day’s announcement by the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
that it will launch dollar- 
denommated certificates of de- 
posit next month. 

CBJ Governor Mohammad- 
Saeed Nabuisi said the certifi- 
cate of deposit (CD) would 
have a minimum 5100,000 
value, or its multiples, and 
could only be optionally 
bought by commercial banks 
and financial companies. 

Bankers told the Jordan 
Times that the concept of in- 
troducing this new financial 
instrument to Jordan was be- 
neficial to developing, activat- 
ing and diversifying the invest- 
ment dimate in the Kingdom 
but, some said, prospects were 
weak for the certificates of 
deposit to have a noticeable 
role in the market in the fu- 


ture. 

Others noted that it was too 
early to judge the scheme since 
many technical details must be 
made dear, especially the cal- 
culations covering price and 
yield factors. 

Dr. Nabuisi pointed out that 
CDs would be priced at prefer- 
rential rates to lure banks into 
purchasing them. He further 
clarified the following: 

The CDs would be negoti- 
able financial instruments car- 
rying maturities for one, two 
and three years. However, 
only CDs having two or three 
years maturity could be re- 
purchased by the central bank, 
prior to their expiry in six 
months, at an appropriate 
price. 

One-year CDs, the governor 
explained, would carry an 
additional ‘A per cent interest 
margin above Libid (the Lon- 
don interbank bid) rate where- 


as two-year and three-year 
CDs would carry a % per cent 
and Vi per cent additional in- 
terest margins above Libid 
rates respectively. 

Dr. Nabuisi stressed that the 
CDs would be part of the CBJ 
operations and were in no way 
to be linked to the Treasury’s 
resources or to the government 
issued development bonds. He 
elaborated that the Kingdom's 
foreign currency holdings by 
the CBJ or the commercial 
banks had never reached these 
level before. 

The governor pointed out 
that at the end of 1992 Jordan 
recorded a total of about 54 
billion held in foreign curren- 
cies. Commercial banks 
accounted for 53 billion, the 
CBJ for 5800 million and the 
remainder was the equivalent 
of the 35 per cent obligatory 
reserve the commensal banks 
were required to deposit with 
the CBJ. 

According to the guidelines 
outlined by the central bank, 
commercial banks cannot use 


the equivalent of the 35 per 
cent obligatory reserve to buy 
one-year CDs. But, such an 
equivalent would be allowed as 
a payment to purchase the CDs 
carrying the two or three years 
maturity. 

As such, the scheme was 
praised by all the senior bank- 
ers or foreign exchange deal- 
ers, who the Jordan Times 
interviewed^, as an advanced 
step towards developing the 
financial sector to higher 
levels. 

They agreed with Dr. Nabui- 
si that the CDs would repatri- 
ate foreign currency funds held 
abroad by providing the banks 
with competitive rates and that 
local depositors would also be- 
nefit from higher yields. 

Moreover, they shared with 
the CBJ governor his belief 
that the CDs would consoli- 
date the financial position of 
all banks, especially when 
dealing with foreign institu- 
tions. 

A top banker highly evalu- 


ated the CBJ’s new product 
and said that banks in Jordan 
now have a chance to spread 
the scheme by issuing their 
own CDs and giving their 
clients a share of the preferen- 
tial rate which the central bank 
would be offering. 

Another “intelligent” bank- 
er did not give the CDs much 
weight and said that it was 
introduced at this time only “to 
engage Mr.... (name given but 
withheld) who acquired excel- 
lent knowledge of the subject 
before his return from the Gulf 
region where he had worked 
for long years.” 

The general feeling was, 
however, that the scheme was 
a sensitive subject needing 
further time to study its tech- 
nicalities and measure its com- 
petitiveness. 

“The CBJ’s new product 
seems worthwhile but we ha- 
ven't had time to discuss it 
among ourselves (banks) to 
decide how to go about it,” 
said a treasury official at a 


commercial bank. 

Many foreign exchange offi- 
cials said there were numerous 
ways that would enable the 
central bank to maximise its 
warnings above what the CBJ 
would be giving the banks m 
Jordan. 

They predicted that the CBJ 
might lend the cash dollai* and 
cam a loan interest or that it 
might invest it in a special fund 
whose interest is exceptionally 
high. 

Another guess was that the 
CBJ was planning a large scale 
foreign currency trade, espe- 
cially at a time seen ripe for a 
rise in the value of the dollar 
and a major change in the 
value of other currencies, 
which might, overall, boost the 
profits of the central bank. 

An observer said that the 
CBJ might use the cash dollars 
from the sale of the CDs to 
purchase a big chunk of Jor- 
dan's foreign debt and, thus, 
achieve a pretty good deal to 
save in debt service. 


Moi says IMF, World 
Bank ruining Kenya 


Ukraine revises targets 


NATROBI (R) — President 
Daniel Arap Moi said Friday 
Kenya was on the brink of col- 
lapse and he was reviewing rela- 
tions with international donor 
agencies which had forced “dic- 
tatorial and suicidal” reforms on 
die country. 

Mr. Moi singled out the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the World Bank for criticism, 
saying they had tried to impose 
excessively harsh conditions for a 
resumption of aid to Kenya. 

“Since November 1991, the 
IMF and the Work! Bank set for 
Kenya unilateral, harsh and dic- 
tatorial conditions to be fulfilled 
before quick disbursement aid 
could be released,” Mr. Moi said 
in a statement. 

Stating that Kenya would not 
agree to suicidal policies, be said: 
“The government is to rethink 
about the country's economic 
arrangements and take the neces- 
sary steps it deems fit to safe- 
guard the welfare of the people." 

World Bank regional officials 
were not available for comment. 
The IMF does not have a physical 
presence in Kenya and the U.S. 
embassy said it was studying the 
statement. 

However, senior Western di- 
plomats said higjh level corrup- 
tion, indiscipline in management 
of fiscal policy, misappropriation 
of donor funds, mismanagement 
and lade of incentives for produc- 



Daniel Arap Moi 

ers were largely to blame for 
Kenya's chaos. 

University of Nairobi econom- 
ists warned that severing ties with 
the IMF and World Bank would 
have more serious consequences. 

“It is a gamble I would not 
expea the state to take. It would 
mean greater suffering,” said a 
senior economics lecturer who 
declined to.be named. 

But the Nation newspaper 
quoted French Ambassador 
Michel de Bonnecorsc as saying 
the World Bank and IMF re- 
medies were “simply unworkable 
and had resulted in deep suffering 
for the Kenyan people." 

The IMF, World Bank and 
other Western donors suspended 
nearly 540 million in monthly 


Pakistan reports finding 
huge coal reserves 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Huge coal reserves of 80 billion tonnes have 
been found in Pakistan's Sind province, the official APP news agency 
has said. No further details were immediately available about 
Pakistan's biggest reported coal discovery. Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif issued instructions to concerned authorities to fully develop 
the mine for coal-based generation of electricity to help meet 
Pakistan’s energy shortage, APP said. Pakistani authorities said last 
year they had found what they called the largest coal field in 
southeast Aria and the Middle East with more than 10 billion tonnes 
of reserves. Those reserves are also located in Sind at Thara- Jo-Goth 
near the Indian border. Previously Pakistan had estimated its coal 
reserves at only 579.6 million tonnes with an annual production of 
more than two million tonnes in recent years. 
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balance of payments support to 
Kenya in November 1991 to press 
Mr. Moi to make radical political 
and economic reforms. 

Mr. Moi said the West wanted 
his government ' to raise bank, 
interest rates by 45 per cent, cut 
the 270,000-strong civil service by 
45,000 by November, and remove 
remaining price controls on 
essential commodities such as 
kerosene, sugar, maize and pet- 
roleum products. 

He said the conditions were 
bound to cause poverty, unem- 
ployment and instability. 

“They are unrealistic and 
bound to cause untold suffering 
to the people,” he pointed out. 

Mr. Moi said the West bad 
failed to resume aid even though 
Kenya had tried to meet the 
conditions. 

“The government continued to 
fulfil these conditions hoping that 
the IMF and the World Bank 
could honour their promises. 
They have so far not done this,” 
the statement said. 

Raising... bank, interest rates 

. would scare away foreign inves- 
tors, stifle local enterprise and 
stall economic activity, Mr. Moi 
added. 

He said the Feb. 19 flotation of 
the Kenyan currency, the shilling, 
and a follow-up official devalua- 
tion had seriously eroded the 
purchasing power of Kenyans and 
sent inflation soaring. 


KIEV (R) — The Ukrainian gov- 
ernment. bowing to economic 
reality, no longer expects to meet 
ambitious targets for a 1993 
budget deficit of 7.4 per cent of 
GNP, senior officials have said. 

But ministers in the former 
Soviet republic disagreed over 
forecasts for the deficit and the 
scale of spending cuts in the social 
services and other areas reeling 
from economic crisis. 

The revised plans were drawn 
up after President Leonid Krav- 
chuk rejeaed a draft government 
budget, saying it left key ques- 
tions about curbing inflation and 
providing for low-income earners 
unanswered. 

"The draft looks outdated and 
we will make many changes to 
create a more realistic, moderate 
budget.'* First Deputy Prime 
Minister Ihor Yukhnovsky told a 
news conference. 

Parliament will examine the 

revised budget this week. 

Ministers said further correc- 
tions could be introduced later in 
the year. 

But initial hopes to cut the 
budget deficit to 7.4 per cent 
from last year's 36 per cent are 
already being., revised. 

Finance Minister Hrihory 
Pyatachenko told reporters the 
new target would be at least eight 
per cent of GNP. 

Economics Minister Viktor 
Pynzenyk. architect of Ukraine's 
plan to overturn seven decades of 
command economics, said that 15 
per cent was a more realistic 


EC says European 
recession far from over 

BRUSSELS ( R) — The recession gripping the 12-nation European 
Community (EC) is far from over, Eurostat, the EC’s statistical 
office, has said. Industrial output fell by an average of 1.6 per cent 
between the third and fourth quarter of last year, with the average for 
foe whole year down 1.1 per cent from 1991, Eurostat said. During 
die year as a whole only Belgium, Denmark, Ireland and the 
Netherlands managed a rise in industrial output. The Irish led with 
growth of 10.1 per cent. Danish industrial output rose 1.4 per cent 
year on year, with Belgium up just 0.5 per cent, and Dutch output 
registering a scant 0.1 per cent rise.Output in what used to be West 
Germany fell two per cent. Greece was down one per cent, Spain 1.3 
per cent, France 0.9 per cent, Italy 1.6 per cent, Luxembourg 1 .8 per 
cent, Portugal 2.2 per cent and Britain 0.3 per cent. 
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figure. 

Mr. Yukhnovsky said ministers 
were targetting social services in 
an economy drive to bring gov- 
ernment spending below current 
levels of over 50 per cent. Other 
ministers said subsidies to indus- 
try and local government would 
be slashed further. 

Prime Minister Leonid Kuch- 
ma. the chief exponent of radical 
reforms, said recently social 
spending would be hit by cut- 
hacks. 

"Even Sweden cannot afford 
such a luxury.” he said. 

Mr. Kravchuk's rejection of 
the draft budget cast some doubt 
over the future direaion of re- 
forms more than a year after 
L‘kraine won independence from 
the Soviet Union. He also called 
for the creation of an “anti-crisis 
unit” to oversee reforms. 


But Mr. Kuchma has since said 
that the president made dear to 
him that policy would be deter- 
mined jointly. He suggested the 
special crisis body would prob- 
ably prove unnecessary. 

He has also hinted at a shake- 
up in his ministerial team to bring 
it more into line with Mr. Pvn- 
zenyk’s thinking. 

Since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union production in Ukraine has 
plummeted, inflation soared to 
2.500 per cent last year and staple 
goods have been in short supply. 

But ministers say the tight 
money and privatisation polides 
introduced by Mr. Kuchma since 
taking office in Oaober have 
begun to take hold. 

They say inflation has dropped 
since the beginning of the year, 
though no official figures have yet 
been published. 


AMF has $767m 
outstanding loans 


ABU DHABI (R) — The Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF), the Arab 
World’s main financial institu- 
tion, has 5767.7 million in out- 
standing loans to member coun- 
tries .mostly to help them with 
balance-of-payments deficits. 
AMF Chairman Osama Faquih 
said in a report that $609 million 
of those loam, or about 46.2 per 
cent of the fond’s capital, were 
overdue at the end of February, 
1993. The AMF has said that 
failure by some members to pay 


their debts was hampering lend- 
ing. It has lent more than $2 
billion to members it was set tip in 
1976. Flnandal sources in Abu 
Dhabi, where the AMF is based, 
said recently it had suspended 
lending to Iraq, Sudan and Soma- 
lia for their failure to pay arrears. 
The fond partly tics lending to 
members, which indnded aQ the 
other Arab League countries ex- 
cept Djibouti, on the amount 
they have contributed to the 
capital. 


IDB reports sharp 
decline in net profit 


MANAMA (R) — An invest-* 
ment fond owned by the 47- 
member Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB) Sunday blamed a 
44.7 per cent drop in its 1992 net 
profit on fluctuating exchange 
rates. 

The IDB unit investment fund 
said it posted a 57.37 million profit 
m 1992 compared with 513.32 
million in 1991. 


“The year 1992 witnesses foe 
adverse impart of exchange fluc- 
tuations on the income of foe 
fund in its foil measure,” it added 
in a statement. 

But the fond said it still had 
514.94 million available for <fis- 
tribution — made up of the 1992 
profit and a further 57.57 million 
from retained earning from 1991 
and 1990 profits. 
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VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of 4 bedrooms, L-shaped salon, dining and 
sitting with central heating and telephone, garage and 
water well. Location: Um Al Summaq. 

Call tel.: 813577 


iMiM-i a ni.v 


If you are free to travel immediately to Cyprus. Excellent 
conditions. 

Please call teL 819805 between 9 a.m. - 12 noon 
daily. Friday afternoon 4-6 p.m. 


WANTED: FEMALE CLEANERS 

To work for Rum Continental Hotel 

The hotel is in need of female cleaners provided they have 
acquired valid work and residence permits. 

Call In person to be interviewed by the hotel management 

Beaman Street, TeL 623162, 623163 - Amman 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

4th Circle area. Two bedrooms, separate telephone, 
central heating, solar system. 

For more information call 642786 
between 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


LUXURIOUSLY FURNISHED APARTMENT" 
FOR RENT 

Firet floor. Consists of three bedrooms, three baths, salon, 
living and dining room, kitchen and veranda with separate 
central heating and telephone. Location: Opposite 
Shmeisani Bookshop. 

, Please call tel.: 677499 
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Georgian forces, Abkhazian J 
separatists fight near Sukhumi 


SUKHUMI, Georgia (R) — 
Fighting raged into the early 
hours of Saturday between Geor- 
gian forces and Abkhazian separ- 
atists in a war that has set Geor- 
gia and Russia at each other's 
throats. 

The regional capital of Sukhu- 
mi reverberated throughout the 
night to the sound of firing. Geor- 
gian troops used Grad missiles to 
launch attacks on rebel forces 
based just across the Gumista 
River, about six kilometres north 
of town. 

Local residents, speaking from 
houses damaged in bombing raids 
earlier this week, blamed Russia 
for supporting the rebel Abkhaz 
troops. 

“Russia has its interests in get- 
ting hold of part of the Black Sea 
now," said 18-year-old Irakli 
.Ratiani, whose one-storey home 
has sagging walls and ceilings 
after a bomb struck his residential 
district early Wednesday. 

“Russia is simply following its 
own interests. It could not care 


less who controls the area, Geor- 
gians or Abkhazians." 

Abkhazians form a small 
minority in the breakaway re- 
gion, sandwiched between Russia 
and Georgia on the Black Sea 
coast. 

Describing the latest fighting, a 
Georgian military spokesman 
said government troops on the 
Gumista frontline had destroyed 
an Abkhazian armoured person- 
nel carrier. 

In another incident they shel- 
led an Abkhazian vessel “man- 
oeuvring suspiciously” offshore, 
immobilising it. 

Georgia accuses Russia of 
arming and supporting the rebels. 

Moscow denies the charge and 
says its forces are neutral in the 
conflict between the Abkhazians 
and Georgians. 

The fighting has left Sukhumi, 
the Georgian-controlled capital 
of Abkhazia, virtually without 
water and electricity supplies. 
There are few telephone links 
with Moscow. 


Georgian military officials say 
up to 500 soldiers and civilians 
were killed this week, mostly on 
the rebel side. Another bid to 
storm the city cannot be ruled 
out. 

“We are ready, of course, be- 
cause there could be another 
offensive, though I personally 
feel they lost too many men for 
another assault soon," said Soso 
Margbhvili, chief of Sukhumi's 
Military Press Centre. 

The rebels came within two 
kilometres of the port city last 
Tuesday before being pushed 
back. 

The faded offensive left scores 
of homes in this seaside resort in 
rubble. Georgian leader Edouard 
Shevardnadze said Friday his 
country's forces had shot down a 
Russian military plane, killing the 
pilot. 

“It is time to stop before it is 
too late," local journalists quoted 
him as saying. “The mistakes of 
Afghanistan and Czechoslovakia 


must not be repeated," be said, 
referring to Soviet invasions of 
the two stales. 

Georgia says hundreds of 
tames in Sukhumi have been 
destroyed in the conflict, but not 
all victims blame Russia. 

One Russian woman, Tamara 
Pfvovarova, whose house was 
gutted last Wednesday by a bomb 
that nearly killed her, her hus- 
band and his mother, blamed Mr. 
Shevardnadze for not stopping 
tire conflict. 

“The leadership is guilty, both 
sides are guilty. Our young peo- 
ple are being killed, blood is 
flowing. We have been without 
water, gas and bread for 
months," she said, standing in 
her single-storey house, the front 
of which was blown away by tire 
bomb. 

“Look at this," she said, ges- 
turing to her shattered fridge and 
cooker. “This is what we are 
reduced to after 40 years of mar- 
ried life. We have nothing and 
nobody to turn to.” 


Clinton to make 1st appointment to Supreme Court 


WASHINGTON (R) — Con- 
servative U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Byron White announced 
his retirement Friday, giving 
Democratic President Bill Clin- 
ton his chance to start remoulding 
the court whose decisions can 
have far-reaching effects on the 
lives of Americans. 

Mr. Clinton promised during 
the 1992 election campaign to 
make sure his Supreme Court 
appointees believed in a woman's 
right to have an abortion, which 
Justice White opposed. 

Justice White, 75, the Supreme 
Court's most senior member, was 
appointed in 1962 as a moderate 


liberal but moved to the right and 
voter with conservatives on most 
issues. 

Mr. Clinton, who took office in 
January, said Friday he meant to 
find “a truly outstanding Amer- 
ican" to replace Justice White try 
the time the court opens its au- 
tumn term in October. 

He told reporters during a visit 
to Atlanta be wants someone 
with good judgment, wide experi- 
ence and “a big heart." 

Conservatives’ influence in- 
creased greatly during the pres- 
idencies of Republicans Ronald 
Reagan and George Bush — who 


between them appointed five of 
the nine justices. 

Harry Blackmun, 84, the most 
liberal member of the court is 
expected to retire soon, a move 
that would give Mr. Clinton at 
feast two high court appointments 
during his term. 

In additon to Justices White 
and Biackmun, the court includes 
Chief Justice William Rehnqtrist 
and Justices Antonin Scalia. 
Anthony Kennedy, Sandra Day 
O'Connor, David Souter. John 
Paul Stevens and Clarence Tho- 
mas. 

Justice White's rightward shift 


seemed roost pronounced in the 
area of civil rights. He joined the 
conservatives in opposing 
“affirmative action’' programmes 
to help minorities and women. 

In 1986, he stirred controversy 
by writing the court's opinion that 
constitutional protections of 
privacy do not extend to 
homosexual conduct — a major 
setback to the “gay rights” move- 
ment. 

Justice White consistently 
opposed restrictions on the 
police, and dissented from rulings 
■that outlawed voluntary prayer 
• for children in public schools. 


Amato is determined to steer Italy to reform 


ROME (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Giuiiano Amato has ac- 
cused political enemies of spread- 
ing rumours he would resign to 
weaken him and said he wants to 
stay on to oversee radical elector- 
al reform in the scandal-hit coun- 
try. 

“I have been subjected to real 
attacks but these have been con- 
ducted in the most underhand 
manner, in line with the dictates 
of the old political ways." Mr 
Amato said in an interview pub- 
lished in the daily La Stampa 
Saturday. 

He blamed an old guard which 
saw its power slipping away as a 
corruption scandal sweeps 
through the political and business 
class and hastens institutional re- 
form in Italy. 

“They tried to portray me as a 
lemon which had been squeezed 
dry," the prime minister added. 

Both Mr. Amato and the office 
of President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro 
Friday denied the prime minister 
had tried to resign after suffering 


a humiliating parliamentary de- 
feat this week. 

Mr. Scalfaro has meanwhile 
cancelled a state visit to Denmark 
and Finland which had been sche- 
duled for later this month. 

Hie unusual step underlined 
the sense of alarm in a country 
reeling from the scandal centred 
on the systematic payment of 
kickbacks by businessmen to 
politicians in return for public 
works contracts. ■ 

Mr. Scalfaro’s chief spokesman 
said Saturday the president 
wanted to remain in Italy during 
the campaign for a referendum 
on April 18 which could spell the 
beginning of the end for Italy's 
much derided system of prop- 
ortional representation. 

Voters must decide. on 10 re- 
forms ' — the most important 
being whether to introduce a 
simple majority system for nearly 
all the seats in the Senate (Upper 
House). 

A ‘yes’ vote would pave the 
way for wholsale electoral 


changes for the larger Chamber 
of Deputies (Lower House) and 
could change the face of Italian 
politics. 

Mr. Amato, whose nine-month 
old ad ministra tion struggles on 
with a wafer-thin parliamentary 
majority, told La Stampa he in- 
tended to stick to his post after the 
referendum. 

He evoked the possibility of 
broadening his coalition to steer 
the country through a transitional 
period ahead of fresh general 
elections under a new system. 

“After the reform there won’t 
be the old parties who are ready 
to launch an electoral campaign 
as if nothing had happened." Mr. 
Amato said. 

“We will reach elections with 
new rules and new political 
forces. These will need time to 
organise themselves," he added. 

The prime minister urged the 
former Communists of the 
Democratic Party of the Left 
(PDS) and the small Republican 
Party to state their terms for 


joining his government. 

The prime minister told a news 
conference in Florence Saturday 
be backed a “yes" vote in the 
referendum. 

“I think in Italy it is useful to 
go beyond proportional repre- 
sentation because there is the 
possibility to group social, civil 
and political forces around poles 
which are vital for the democratic 
system," Mr. Amato said. 

The voting system is blamed 
for Italy's post-war history of 
revolving door governments — 
Mr. Amato heads the 51st admi- 
nistration since World War II. 

A poll Saturday forecast 54 per 
cent of Italians would vote for 
electoral reform for the Senate on 
April 18 but 35 per cent remain 
undecided. 

The poll, carried out by the 
Doxa Institute for D Messggero 
newspaper, showed only two in 
10 of those questioned under- 
stood exactly what they were 
being asked to vote on. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Filipino vice-president escapes ambush 

MANILA (R) — Gunmen ambushed crime-busting Philippine 
Vice-President Joseph Estrada with grenade-launchers Saturday 
and injured two police officers, police said. Mr. Estrada, a former 
movie actor who now heads a presidential anti-crime panel 
battling a wave of kidnappings, said he was not hurt and vowed 
after the attack to launch a crackdown on all criminal gangs in the 
Philippines. *Tm OK. It's time to dean up our country of criminal 
gangs," Mr. Estrada, who played tough guy roles in the movies, 
said in an interview with radio station DZXL after the attack 
outside Santo Tomas some 65 kilometres south of Manila. Police 
said a renegade group of former Communist guerrillas may have 
been behind the ambush, but no group has so far claimed 
responsibility. 

Slovak foreign minister fired 

BRATISLAVA (R) — Slovak Foreign Minister Milan Knazko 
was fired Friday after losing a protracted and public power 
struggle with Prime Minister Vladimir Medar, the second 
minister to go in as many days. Diplomats said Knazko's 
departure marked a decisive political victory for Medar, 50, a 
former boxer and ex-Communist often accused of intolerance and 
authoritarianism. Mr. Knazko had refused repeated requests 
from Mr. Meciar to resign, saying the Slovak constitution did not 
allow the premier to sack a cabinet minister. In a final broadside 
before stepping down, he accused Mr. Meciar. without mention- 
ing him by name, of resorting to authoritarian methods to govern 
Slovakia. 

Romanian government survives vote 

BUCHAREST (R) — Romania's minority government survived 
a showdown vote on its economic strategy Friday, the first 
parliamentary no-confidence motion in seven decades. Senate 
leader Olivhi Gherman announced a 260-192 result in the 
government’s -favour after a debate and secret ballot in which 
deputies cast black and white marbles into urns. “The censure 
motion lodged by the opposition has fallen short of the 243 votes 
required under the constitution," said Mr. Gherman, leader of 
President Ion Iliescu’s ruling Democratic National Salvation 
Front (DNSF) party. Prime Minister Nicolae Vacaroiu won the 
duel after the centrist opposition branded the four-year economic 
reform plan which he presented this month as too vague and 
attacked him for delaying privatisation. It was the first such 
debate in Romanian parliamentary history since 1922. 

5 die in blast at Bulgarian plant 

NIKOLOVO, Bulgaria (R) — A huge blast at a Bulgarian 
military explosives plant killed five people and injured more than 
60, police said. The explosion at the Dunarit plant at Nikolovo. 
300 kilometres northeast of Sofia, happened as workers were 
unloading two lorries carrying containers filled with a combustible 


material used to make weapons fuses. Both trucks exploded near 
a warehouse where 60 tonnes of the same material detonated in a 
drain reaction, devastating the surrounding area. Nearby build- 
ings and trees were destroyed. "There is huge crater of 2,000 
square metres at the site of the explosion," a Nikolovo police 
officer said. Of the 60 injured workers, 10 were in a serious 
condition, half of them fighting for their lives, officials at hospitals 
in the nearby town of Rousse said. 

Escobar’s military chief killed 

BOGOTA (R) — Colombian police shot dead cocaine king Pablo 
Escobar’s second-in-command Friday, shortly after one of Mr. 
Escobar's lawyers said the Medellin cartel chief was preparing to 
surrender peacefully. Police acting on a tipoff stormed an office 
building in central Medellin and killed Mario Castano Molina, 
alias El Chopo, allegedly after be resisted arrest. “This is the way 
in which the Colombian National Police is showing Colombians 
the effort, the will, and the decision to finish off drug terrorism 
National Police Chief General Miguel Antonio Gomez Padilla 
told RCN Radio. Colombian authorities had offered a reward of 
100 million pesos (S133,000) for information leading to the arrest 
of Mr. Castano, the cartel's military chief, who was accused of 
masterminding a campaign of bombings and killings in Bogota 
and Medellin during the past five months. Police say Mr. Escobar 
ordered the attacks to pressure the government into negotiating 
favourable terms for a surrender. 

Renewal plan launched for Athens 

ATHENS (R) — Greece’s government launched a mnftj- milK nn- 
doflar urban renewal plan Friday to make the capital's centre an 
“archaeological park" with walkways linking monuments which 
were die glory of ancient Athens. “We want Athens, the 
birthplace of Western democracy, to be a fitting historical capital 
for Greece and for Europe," Culture Minister Dora Bakoyanni 
told a news conference. The conservative government will pump 
SS50 million into the vast public works project over five years, 
giving a long overdue facelift to the European Community’s most 
polluted and rundown capital. Ms. Bakoyanni said her program- 
me had the full backing of the government. Worm would start 
imm e di a te ly to link andent sites with sprawling pedestrian 
walkways and new parks. She said tire aim of the renewal 
programme, die biggest ever in Athens, was to turn the city of 
Plato, Socrates and Pericles into an expanded “archaeological 
park" by the end of 1998. 

Explosion kills 3 in Pakistan 

QUETTA, Pakistan (R) — An explosion killed three people and 
injured 14 as workers were unloading a trade in the southwestern 
province of Baluchistan Saturday, police said. “Labourers were 
unloading goods from the trade... when some enriosive material 
went off,” a police officer said. Two men woe killed instantly and 
a third died in hospital. Police were investigating the cause of the 
blast. 


Mandela: 
Political 
ambition 
would be 
wrong 

. WASHINGTON (R) — African 
' National Congress (ANC) leader 
■ Nelson Mandela says in a televi- 
sion interview to be broadcast 
later this mouth that he has no 
political ambitions in expected 
elections in South Africa. 

“It would be wrong for me to 
have any personal ambition (in 
politics),” Mr. Mandela told 
David Frost in an interview to be 
broadcast on March 26 by the 
U.S. Public Broadcasting Ser- 
vice. 

Mr. Mandela was responding 
to Mr. Frost’s question on 
whether be would seek South 
Africa's presidency in elections 
expected later this year or early 
next. 

“I was brought up in the tradi- 
tion of teamwork and in these' 
matters it is the team, not the 
individual that is crucial, " Mr. 
Mandela said. “There are many 
capable comrades in the ANC 
and I would be honoured to serve 
under them." 

He added, “if the people want 
me to wear a uniform and be a 
watchman... I will be bappy to do 
that," 

Mr. Mandela said he was en- 
couraged by the Clinton adminis- 
tration’s assurances of help in 
South Africa's transition to 
democracy after 300 .years of 
white minority rule, but said the 
United States was unlikely to play 
a large role in the process. . 

“I don’t think I should exagger- 
ate the role which the United 
States of America could play 
because they have got their own 
problems. South Africa will not 
be a priority," he said. 

South African President F.W. 
De Klerk, who began dismantling 
apartheid three years, told Mr. 
Frost be would serve under Mr. 
Mandela if that was what the 
South African people chose. 

The head of the ANCs main 
political rival, chief Mangos uthn 
Buthelezi of the Zulu-based In- 
katha Freedom Party, told Mr. 
Frost be had the same objectives 
as Mr. Mandela but favoured 
different methods. 

However, Mr. Buthelezi de- 
nied even considering secession 
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Nelson Mandela 

for predominantly black areas. - 

Negotiators are due to start a 
two-day meeting in Johannesburg 
on April 1 in a fresh bid to thrash 
out terms for transition to demo- 
cracy. 

Since the dismantling of apar- 
theid began, some 7,700 people 
have died in township warfare, 
much of it between supporters of 
the ANC and Inkatha. 

Meanwhile U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher met 
South African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha Fridy and offered U.S. 
help in negotiations on a transi- 
tion to democracy and majority 
rale due to resume next month. 

“I'm very pleased to note that 
negotiations are going to be re- 
sumed in early April for the 
transitional government," Mr. 
Christopher said, welcoming Mr. 
Botha to the State Department. 

“Negotiations are the only way 
to gc in that circumstance. The 
United States wants to assist you 
in any appropriate way in those 
negotiations," be said. 

Mr. Botha described his meet- 
ing vrith Mr. Christopher as “by 
and large a most useful, construc- 
tive and encouraging visit." 

Mr. Botha, a former South 
African ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations and the world’s 
longest-serving foreign minister, 
noted that be had met serve ral of 




Mr. Christopher's predecessors in 
the past 15 years, including Hen- 
ry Kissinger, Cyras Vance and 
George Shultz. 

“It's a very precious moment," 
be said. “I have come here for the 
first time to discuss with you 
affairs without the burden of 
apartheid.” 

Reporters who covered some 
of those earlier visits recalled 
vividly Mr. Botha vigorously de- 
pending apartheid to the news 
media after strained sessions with 
U.S. officials. 

But in a news conference 
Thursday, Mr. Botha was aO con- 
trition. 

“Apartheid was a mistake," 
Mr. Botha said of the system 
through which the white minority 
for decades deprived black South 
Africans of basic rights and con- 
demned them to economic im- 
poverishment. 

“It was based on racial pre- 
judice, it was morally indefensi- 
’ ble.” he declared. 

His mission this time is to try 
and bring Africa in general and 
South Africa in particular back to 
tile attention of U.S. policy- 
makers. 

He warned Thursday that Afri- 
ca was becoming marginalised as 
the world's attention turned to 
the problems of Eastern Europe 
and tiie former Soviet Union. 


German opposition lower in poll 


BONN (R) — Germany’s opposi- 
tion Social Democrats (SPD) 
have plummeted in popularity 
polls, but this still does not assure 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 
reflection next year, an opinion 
poll said Friday. 

The popularity of the SPD, 
stunned by an eight percentage 
• point drop in local elections m 
Hesse state early m March, fell to 
35 per cent this mouth from 43 
per cent in February, a ZDF 
Television poll said. 

Eighty per cent felt the SPD 
could not do any better in power 
than Mr. Kohl’s government and 
only 51 per cent felt SPD leader 
Bjoern Engbolm was the right 
man to stand against Mr. Kohl in 
general elections late next year. 

But Mr. Kohl fared little bet- 
ter, ranking last in a list of Ger- 
many's 10 most popular politi- 


cians behind retired Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscber 
(first place), Mr. Engholm 
(fourth place) and four dose 
allies. 

Mr. Kohl even ranked behind 
, ninth-placed Oskar Lafontaine, 
the ambitious former SPD leader 
he trounced in the 1990 election. 

The survey said Mr. Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats and the 
SPD would each get 36 per cent 
of the vote in an election now. 
The Greens would get 10 per 
cent, the liberal FDP eight per 
cent, the far-right Republicans six 
per cent and other parties four 
per cent. 

“The only government would 
be a coalition of the SPD, FDP 
and Greens or a grand coalition 
(of Christian Democrats and So- 
cial Democrats)," ZDF said. 


FBI searches apartment of man 
wanted for questioning in bombing 


WOODBRIDGE, N J. (AP) — 
The probe into the Work! Trade 
Centre bombing moved to the 
apartment of a man wanted for 
questioning, but investigators 
said they failed to find him. 

A woman wbo works in the 
rental office of the apartment 
complex said the man, Mahmud 
Aboubalima. lived with his wife 
— wbo is apparently German — 
and four children in tbe apart- 
ment. 

“I don’t know when be was last 
there," tbe FBI said Friday as 
agents searched the apartment. 

The woman, who did not want 
her name used for fear of retribu- 
tion, said Mr. Abouhalima's 
brother, Mohammad, lived in tbe 
apartment upstairs with bis wife 
mid two children. She said neith- 
er man had paid his rent this 
month and she had not seen 
either recently. 

FBI agents led a man away* 
shortly after noon from tbe apart- 
ment but would not immediately , 
identify him. The man matched a 
description given by neighbours 
of one of the male occupants 
inside tbe split-level house in the 
200 unit apartment complex. 

A law enforcement source said 
the man was Abouhalima’s 
brother, Mohammad, but FBI 
spokesman Jim Lamb would not 
comment. 

No arrests were made, Mr. 
Lamb said. 

Mr. Lamb said no explosives 
■were found inside but would not 
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Thbs March 18 photo shows Mahmud Aboubafizna upon Us applica- 
tion to the New York Taxi And Limousine Ommuadoo. He is bang 
sought by the police as the fourth suspect in the bombing of tbe World 
Trade Cadre (AFP photo) 


detail what was taken out of the 
apartment. FBI agents, some 
wearing rubber gloves, took 
boxes from the apartment 
throughout the day. 

The Trade Centre, in the heart 
of New York’s financial distri ct, 
was crippled on Feb. 26 by a 
bomb which killed six people and 
wounded over 1,000. Two sus- 
pects, Mohammad Salameh and 
Nidal Ayyad, have been arrested. 

The woman in the rental office 
said she recognised Mahmud 
Abouhalima's face when she saw 
his picture on television and in 
the newspapers. 

Mr. Aboohalima told her when 
be signed the rental agreement 


that he met his wife, who wore a 
veil and full length dress, while he 
was studying in Germany, die 
said. She did not know when he 
studied. 

Mr. Abouhalima had told him 
they had only one child, 6ut she 
said the manager did not kick him 
out once it was discovered they 
had four. 

Life continued to return to 
normal at tbe World Trade Cen- 
tre, where several businesses 
went back to their offices Friday. 

The bombing investigation 
continued as well, with the focus 
remaining on tons of nibble be- 
neath the towers. 


The survey said a widening 
political scandal which has badly 
tarnished Mr. Engholm’s “Mr. 
Clean" image was the main reason 
for his faD in popularity. 

It listed unemployment and un- 
- controlled immigration as tbe 
main issues worrying Germans. 

It said 57 per cent wanted to 
drop compulsory military service 
m favour of a volunteer army, a 
change Mr. Kohl opposes. It 
showed no majority support for 
his hopes of changing laws bar- 
ring German troops from joining 
international military missions. 

In a separate development, ra- 
cists Friday firebombed a refugee 
camp in the north German town 
of Moctln, scene of last Novem- 
ber's arson killing of three Turks, 
prosecutors said. 


Stolen Rubens 
found hidden 
behind furniture 

LONDON (R) — A painting by 
Rubens stolen in Ireland s bigge* 
art theft has been found hidden 
behind furniture in a house near 
London, police said. The painting 
of a Dominican monk is valued at 
£4 million (S5.95 million). It was 
taken hi 1986 from the County 
Wicklow home of Sir Alfred Beit 
when 17 old masters worth an 
estimated £30 million ($44.60 mil- 
lion) were stolen. It was reco- 
vered Thursday after police 
raided a house at Boiebamwood 
in Hertfordshire. 

Prince Charles 
awarded ecological .» 
medal 

BONN (R) — Britain’s Prince 
Charles has received a prize spon- 
sored by an international group 
called “Artists For Ecology" awl 
awarded in recognition of his 
interest in preserving the environ- 
ment. The heir to the British 
throne was presented with the 
Ecological Eagle Award — a 
bronze eagle — by German Fore- 
ign Minister Klaus Kinke). “Your 
royal majesty, you have in your 
important position set a convinc- 
ing personal example through 
your commitments” Mr. Kinkel 
said during a ceremony in Bonn's 
hilltop Petersberg Hotel. “We 
congratulate you, we share your 
joy in receiving this prize.” The 
annual award is granted to a 
personality who has helped im-y 
prove the environment. Mr. 
Kinkel praised the prince for his 
work at his Highgjove country 
home, where he uses organic 
farming methods. 

Hillary Clinton’s 
father suffers 
stroke 

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (R) 

— The father of U.S. first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton is in 
stable condition at a Little Rock 
hospital after suffering an appa- 
rent stroke, a hospital spokes- 
woman said. The first lady flew to 
Arkansas Friday night to be with 
her father. Hugh Rodham, 81. 
“We suspect Mr. Rodham has 
indeed suffered a stroke, but be is 
in stable condition." said Carolyn 
Lindsey, the hospital’s public 
affairs officer. Ms. Lindsey said 
she believed Mr. Rodham be- 
came ill at his little Rock home. 

A native of Chicago, Mr. 
Rodham and his wife moved to 
Arkansas several years ago to b<> , 

nearer his daughter and son-ii^- 
law, then-Govemor Bill Clinton. 

Mother gets 
wrist-slap for 
murdering baby 

WINDHOEK (R) — A Nami- 
bia n court let a tribeswoman walk 
free after finding her guilty of 
murdering her premature baby. ; 

The 17-year-old woman from the ; 

San tribe of hunter-gatherers re- } 
garded as the original modem- : 
dayt inhabitants of southern Afiri- t 
'ca was convicted. Tbe trial was fc 
reported m Namibian newspapers 
Friday. The court heard that she 
gave birth last July in a minibus M < 
and was taken to a hospital where « tr 
no one spoke her language. Her 
husband was not allowed to stay 
with her. Nurses testified that she 
took the two-day-old child from 5 
an incubator and deliberately * 
dropped it on the floor. The 3! 
woman said in a statement the fall v 
was an accident. Judge Harold 3 
Levy said there were extenuating 
circumstances. “An unsophisti- 
cated busbman found herself out’ 
of bushmanland for the first \ 
time," he said. “The accused was i 
left among strange people who •„ 
could not understand her. She ^ 
wasleft with no support and was v 
extremely distraught.” The judge 
sentenced her to be detained until l 
the court ended the day's session. ijj 

Judge gags cockered ^ 

NEWTON ABBOT, England 
(R) — A noisy .cockerel whose 
nocturnal crowing kept a family 
awake in an English village was 
lagged by a British court. Gov 
eminent officials found tbe noise 
readied official nuisance levels 
and company Director Job® 
Ritcbings applied for a court ban 
on the outpouring of the cock- 
erel. Corky, A judge in Newton 
Abbot, southwest Engalnd; 
granted an injunction forbidding 
Corky’s owner from allowing the 
bird to crow between midnight 
and 7:00 a.m. so as to cause a 
noise nuisance. Tbe bird’s owner j;£ 
Margery Johns, who fought the 
application arguing the crowing ^ 
was a normal country noise, said i 
she was “very disappointed.” 
ksgal costs estimated at £5.000 ^ 
($7,433) were awarded against :V 
Johns but damages, which the V 
]«dge proposed at £250 ($370) lk' 
were waived by the plaintiff. J 
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